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WHAT’S GOING ON WITH NORTH
ATLANTIC RIGHT WHALES?
By Melissa Waterman
An unprecedented number of endangered North Atlantic right whales showed
up in Cape Cod Bay this winter and spring. Aerial surveys conducted by the
Center for Coastal Studies in Massachusetts indicated that at times 200 of the
526 estimated existing whales could be found in the Bay, a “remarkable concentration,” according to Charles “Stormy” Mayo, director of right whale habitat studies at the Center.
Yet at the same time researchers noted that the number of right whale calves
born over the winter was extremely low. Just five young right whales have been
seen, continuing a low birth rate that began in 2010. In an average year the
number would be closer to 14. Whale scientists have declared that the recovery
of the population that began in the 1990s has effectively stalled.
But why? The population of North Atlantic right whales grew by 2.8% per year
from 1990 to 2010, reaching more than 500 animals. Some heralded the slow
but steady increase as a success story, to the relief of lobstermen throughout
the region who had made significant changes to the way they fish in order to
reduce the possibility of gear entanglements.
Whale researchers keep track of right whales through photo identification.
Right whales have unique growths on their bodies called callosities. Aerial
surveys allow researchers to identify individuals by those callosities. “For the
past four or five years we’ve been looking in the areas that they traditionally
are found and not seeing them,” said David Gouveia, Marine Mammal and Sea
Turtle Program Coordinator at NOAA GARFO in Gloucester. “Are they dead or
have they moved elsewhere?”

Right whales’ low birth rate and fishing gear entanglements concern
scientists and federal officials. Center for Coastal Studies photo.
Right whales give birth in the warm waters off Georgia and Florida in the winter months. The females don’t eat until they return to the rich waters of the Gulf
of Maine in the early spring. That’s when they can chow down on a good meal
of zooplankton, specifically lipid-rich Calanus finmarchicus. Calanus finmarchicus builds up its reserves of lipids ( fats) by consuming the abundant phytoplankton that bloom each year, then settles in the deep waters of the basin to
overwinter, safe from predators.
Continued on page 18
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LOBSTER LAW
ENFORCEMENT TAKES
CENTER STAGE
By Melissa Waterman
The Maine Lobstermen’s Association (MLA) has made it possible
for lobstermen in this state to say with confidence that “crime does
not pay.” L.D. 575 An Act to Improve Enforcement of Maine’s Lobster
Laws is anticipated to be passed by the Maine Legislature in June.
It will likely have an emergency preamble, which would go into effect upon the Governor’s signing so its provisions will be in place
for this summer’s fishing season. The bill will make penalties for
breaking marine resources laws related to lobstering harsher for
those who choose to do so. “The only ones who would be against
this law are the crooks,” said David Cousens, president of the MLA.

Kennebunk, ME 04043

In 2016, the MLA Board of Directors decided to concentrate on the
issue of cheating. Lobster landings in the state were once again
sky-high; the price at the dock had also remained robust. Good
money could be made by those who skirted the law, particularly
in offshore waters, and that, in the eyes of Board members, was
not right.
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In December 2016, the MLA Board sent out an e-mail survey asking MLA members what they thought the major enforcement issues were in the lobster fishery. With those results in hand, Board
members discussed the results with DMR Commissioner Patrick
Keliher and Bureau of Marine Patrol Chief Jon Cornish.
With that feedback in hand, the Board then sent a modified email
survey to all licensed lobstermen, not just MLA members, in the
state. The survey explored the concept of setting “minimum penalContinued on page 23
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President’s

NOTES

COASTAL OUTLOOK Thoughts from MLCA President Patrice McCarron

Summer comes swiftly in Maine. We plod through the cold
months of winter and the wet months of spring, keeping
our heads down and our bodies warm and then, all of sudden, we look up and it’s full-fledged summer. The days are
warm, the seasonal visitors are back, and it’s once again a
great time to be in Maine.

Board of Directors
David Cousens, Chairman

While the outlook for the upcoming lobster season is
positive, there are some clouds on the horizon for Maine’s
lobstermen. Despite the fact that the overall population
of North Atlantic right whales has increased significantly
during the past twenty years, the whales’ birth rate has
dropped sharply since 2010. In addition, the right whales
have moved from some of their traditional feeding areas
in the Gulf of Maine; large numbers congregate in Cape
Cod Bay in the early spring. Environmental shifts may be
causing these changes, yet the federal Marine Mammal
Protection Act requires the government to ensure the animals’ continued survival. That may in turn lead to additional restrictions on fishermen to further reduce the possibility of entanglement in fishing gear and injury or death,
as the article in this month’s Landings reports.
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William Brennan
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Landings is published monthly.
It is provided for free to all
Maine lobstermen thanks to the
support of newsletter sponsors.
This month’s edition is sponsored
by Garbo Lobster.

Thank you!

Landings also looks this month at the state of the halibut
fishery in Maine and in the larger Gulf of Maine. Halibut
landings have jumped in the state, causing the New
England Fishery Management Council to take a closer look
at management for the region’s largest flounder. Halibut
season is a much-anticipated early summer fishery in
Maine. Fishermen are only allowed to catch 25 fish, all of
which must be greater than 41 inches in length. But the
halibut that the Maine fishermen catch affects the amount
of halibut federally-licensed groundfishermen in the Gulf
of Maine can catch during the year. And that could cause
trouble for Maine’s fishermen.
The catch of any fisherman, whether a lobsterman or a
groundfisherman, typically makes its way into the mouth
of a consumer. As Colleen Coyne, seafood expert at Food
Export Northeast, notes in a column this month, many of
those consumers live outside of the United States. Seafood
companies interested in diversifying their markets for
Maine lobster and other items can get help finding a foot-
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$55

Color ads are an additional $75. Discount for
multi-month commitment.

The advertising deadline is the
second Monday of each month.
Please contact
Melissa Waterman
(melissa@mainelobstermen.org
or 967-6221) for more information.

Maine Lobstermen’s
Community Alliance
P.O. Box 315
Kennebunk, ME 04043
207-967-6221
www.mlcalliance.org

MLCAlliance is a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit organization, established in
2010, which achieves its charitable mission through programs in
education, research and charity.

Prince Edward Island lobstermen gave their time and
expertise to visiting Maine lobstermen. MLCA photo.

hold in many different parts of the world working with the
staff at this federally-supported organization.
We also hear this month from Matt Jacobson, executive
director of the Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative.
Jacobson explores the ways that e-commerce – selling
products, including lobster, via the Internet – has influenced consumer behavior. Those who shop online tend
to value quality and the back story of their purchase more
than do the typical larger, volume-based buyers. The quality-conscious Internet shoppers have made e-commerce a
multi-billion-dollar industry in a few short years.
Fishermen operate in a tough environment in Maine. The
water is cold, the weather variable, and there is always the
tide to contend with. A tough job is made worse when you
find that some of your fellow fishermen are not abiding by
the rules. As lobster landings have gone up, so too has the
incentive to make just a bit more money by flouting some
of the state’s marine resource laws. As more lobstermen
have taken to fishing offshore, the ability of the Bureau of
Marine Patrol to catch lawbreakers has been diminished.
In order to ensure that all lobstermen play by the same
rules, the Maine Lobstermen’s Association (MLA) sent a
bill to the Legislature to beef up the penalty structure and
the Department of Marine Resources (DMR) sent a separate bill to beef up the department’s enforcement tools, a
process highlighted in this issue. Landings also features a
column by Bureau of Marine Patrol Chief Col. Jon Cornish
on activities within his bureau.
Many interesting people live along the coast of Maine.
Some were born here, some moved to the area, and some
just drifted in, compelled by qualities hard to name. This
month in Landings we begin a new series called “People
of the Coast,” profiles of people we have encountered who
bring life to the state’s coastal communities. Our first
story is about Brian Smith, a fishing vessel safety examiner whose many postings in the Coast Guard ultimately
brought him back to the state he was born in.
Next, we turn to the Affordable Care Act and changes to
that health insurance law that are coming down the pike.
No one knows at this point what fundamental alterations
the U.S. Congress may make to the law in the upcoming
months. However, certain modifications have already been
made, among them a dramatic shortening of the enrollment period for next year. MLA Navigator Alisha Keezer
helps us understand what these changes mean.
Finally, the MLCA would like to thank the lobstermen
of Prince Edward Island for hosting the MLCA’s second
Lobster Leadership Institute participants in May. Ten lobstermen had the opportunity to live and fish with lobstermen in the province and visit a processing plant and holding facility, learning much about lobstering in a different
country. Going out to haul with these hospitable fishermen provided new insights into the management of lobster in Canada. Our thanks go out to our P.E.I. hosts and to
our funders who have made this program possible.

DONATE
to the Maine Lobstermen’s Community Alliance
& Support Educational Programs for Lobstermen

MLCA is a 501 (c) 3 non-proﬁt charitable organization.

MLCA | PO Box 315 | Kennebunk, ME | 04043 | www.mlcalliance.org | 207-967-6221
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GUEST COLUMN: Challenges ahead for Maine Marine Patrol
By Col. Jon Cornish, Bureau of Marine Patrol

Maine Marine Patrol Officers have had a busy and productive winter. Although
it’s been a cold spring, now that the weather has warmed up officers will begin
shifting from monitoring spring fisheries — elver and smelt — to lobster, shellfish and herring enforcement. The year ahead promises to have many challenges and again we will be asking fishermen to help us to meet these head-on.
Most of our small vessel fleet is back on the water in anticipation of boating
tourists arriving this month. In the interim officers are busy with training, including advanced training on identifying and prosecuting cases involving removal of eggs from lobsters, water survival training, boating-while-intoxicated
refresher courses, additional drug and addiction-related courses, and whale
disentanglement training. Officers were recently trained in a new records management system designed to allow them to better record investigative work
and document complaints.

It was gratifying to see so many lobstermen
attending the public hearing this spring
concerning the very important yet contentious
lobster enforcement bill.
Early this summer, Marine Patrol will be holding an Advanced Marine Patrol
School for our five newest officers. Two new Marine Patrol Officers graduated
from the Maine Police Academy in mid-May and will be going to the Stonington
and Lubec Patrols. We look forward to getting these folks out into the field and
starting them on what we hope will be a long career with the Marine Patrol. We
also are in the middle of the recruitment and hiring process and hope to bring
on two to three more officers in the coming months.

Col. Cornish is the chief
of Maine’s Marine Patrol
Bureau. DMR photo.

As I write this, Marine Patrol is engaged in
a search in the Androscoggin River involving a missing boater. Searches like
this as well as large-scale investigations take a great deal of Patrol’s time. We
are finding that as fishing activity moves further offshore Patrol needs to invest
far greater effort into what are often complex investigations involving sunken
trawls, untagged gear, zone line violations and fishing over the limit. The resolution of these cases is extremely important because fishermen expect the
Bureau to bring cheaters to justice. In order to make this happen Patrol needs
two things. The first is trust and cooperation from the industry so that those
abusing the laws can be identified; second is proper tools (offshore boats, technology) and training in order to make solid cases that will eventually lead to a
conviction.
It was gratifying to see so many lobstermen attending the public hearing this
spring concerning the very important yet contentious lobster enforcement bill.
Although there were lobstermen on both sides of the aisle, it was clear that
most recognized the important role that Marine Patrol plays and wanted to
Continued on page 11
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Some fishermen may not realize that the
Marine Patrol Bureau is often asked to wear
many hats. For example, Marine Patrol has
an experienced whale disentanglement
team, an Honor Guard, a maritime security
team which operates in combination with
the State Police, a firearms team, a crisis
management team, an awards committee, a dive team which works with the State
Police and a hovercraft team which works
with Fish and Game. Yes, we have a lot of talented officers; however, our focus has always
been and will always be on the protection of
Maine’s marine resources.
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There have been a few high-profile marine resource cases this spring including
a violation for 19 short lobsters Downeast and another for 47 short lobsters in
the Midcoast area. In addition, a large-scale elver seizure took place in southern Maine, of 16 pounds of illegal elvers from out of state. In Division II, officers
have documented a number of wet storage cases. In Division I, inshore patrols

have documented untagged gear, no license
and wet storage violations. Officers are also
starting to hear trap-molesting complaints
(‘Tis the season!).
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GUEST COLUMN: E-commerce brings value to Maine lobster
By Matt Jacobson

The year is 1990. An obscure politician and Arkansas governor named Bill
Clinton announces that he will seek the Presidency. The Chicago Bulls win their
first NBA championship. Neither Microsoft nor Apple is part of the Fortune 500
largest companies in the country.
The most significant event of 1990 was the introduction of the Internet. No one
really knew what it could become. Today, social media platforms are commonplace. Facebook has more than 2 billion active users worldwide and 79% of all
adults in the U.S. use the site. Instagram and Twitter combined host more than
1 billion worldwide users, including nearly 60% of adults in the U.S.
As a result of these platforms and others, e-commerce has become a dominant
retail force. Last year in the U.S., e-commerce grew 16% to more than $395 billion in sales. This shift has had a profound effect on every part of our lives and
many businesses continue to struggle to keep up.
Here in Maine, things never seem to change. But looks can be deceiving. For
the Maine lobster industry, the single biggest change has been the growth in
landings. Since 1990, we have produced a 330% increase in lobster landings in
our state. Lobstermen now catch 100 million more pounds per year than they
did in 1990.
This growth has challenged every level of the supply chain, from lobstermen
hauling more on their boats to docks having more to sort and sell. Our dealers and processors have had to create more capacity in their facilities — more
trucks, more tanks, more refrigeration units, more people to move the catch. The
list goes on. The complexity of our industry has grown along with the volume.
Our biggest challenge in the wake of this growth in landings is to find markets
and customers willing to pay for all these lobsters. Traditionally the customer
channels for Maine lobster have been well defined. Supermarket chains have
always been reliable, but over time many have removed live lobster tanks from
their stores. That market is more challenging now. Cruise lines have also been
good customers, but price is always their largest concern. Mass-market restaurant chains have also seen growth, as well as intense competition. Price drives
their buying decisions more than any other factor. At every level of the supply chain, from food distribution companies like Sysco and PFG to restaurant

SUPPORT the
MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S COMMUNITY
ALLIANCE
at these fundraising events this summer.

Otto Pizza June 6th 5-9 pm
225 Congress St, Portland
Bird Dog Roadhouse June 26th
5-9 pm 517 Ocean House Rd,
Cape Elizabeth
Lobster Roll Festival
July 8th 12-5 pm
Thompson’s Point,Portland
ǯ ϔ
August 13th 5 -9 pm
Cook’s Lobster & Ale House
Bailey Island
find out more at:

www.mlcalliance.org
on the MLA Event Calendar, or call 967-6221

chains like Applebee’s and McDonalds,
competition among the players is fierce
and consequently the price pressure on
our dealers and processors is relentless.
Our marketing efforts are focused on
understanding what consumers and
chefs are willing to pay a premium
price to get. As we compete with other
proteins like fish, chicken, beef, and
pork for a place on menus and plates,
we look for ways to establish Maine
lobster as a premium product, trying
to provide some resistance to the price
pressure that engulfs the food industry
worldwide.

Matt Jacobson is the executive
director of the Maine Lobster
Marketing Collaborative.

We have found that high-end chefs are
“taste makers” and can influence every
level of the consumer market. We know
that these chefs value sustainability, the “boat-to-table” story of Maine lobstermen, the seasonality of our New-Shell lobster, and the culinary versatility of
lobster that allows them to make many different dishes with it as an ingredient.
Their influence goes beyond just their own restaurants and others that copy
them. Consumers follow these trends in magazines, on television and via social
media. The “foodie” culture drives new and different culinary experiences to
their kitchens.
When you combine this new demand for lobster and the growth of the Internet
and e-commerce, you wind up with a whole new sales channel that did not exist in 1990. And while there is an enormous and growing e-commerce market,
the techniques and sales tactics to reach it are different from what we have
used in the past.
Think about our traditional supply chain process: the fishermen’s co-op has a
relationship with a dealer or two; the dealer or processor has contacts with
Sysco, PFG or their competitors, as well as supermarkets, steamship lines and
large-volume restaurant chains. They are all big-volume accounts and have
price as their primary motivator. Volume is what these large customers require,
plus a lower price and on-time delivery. These are well-established and important customers to our industry. They exert significant downward price pressure, however, and are indifferent to our story.
Internet customers are different. They are looking for the same experience
as the chef “taste makers.” They want to know our story and they are willing
to pay for it. One of our leading e-commerce sellers, Mark Murrell of www.
GetMaineLobster, is riding this wave successfully. He has developed a predictive algorithm that can tell him why his customers buy lobster and what
stimulates their interest in buying more. These e-commerce players are using
the video and photo content produced by the Lobster Marketing Collaborative
on-line. Mark’s company and others are using sophisticated Internet targeting
practices to acquire more customers and sell more Maine lobster. Last year the
e-commerce Maine lobster sales channels had sales estimated at more than
$25 million.
None of this even existed in 1990! As we catch more lobster, we are going to
need more sales channels to distribute our product. Thank goodness that entrepreneurs like Mark Murrell have risen to the challenge.

Keep your
traps fishing
even when
you can’t get
to ‘em!

All Natural Salted Hairless Cowhide
LONG-LASTING and AFFORDABLE
LOBSTER BAIT

Available in 30 gal. drums or 5 gal. pailss

www.bessybait.com
Phone: 603.300.2846 or 603.300.2849
Email: info@bessybait.com
Bessy Bait is sold at our warehouse located at
155 Batchedler Rd., Seabrook NH 03874
Please call for HOURS and PRICING!
Bessy Bait is also sold at all Brooks Trap Mill locations.

Approved
Maine Labeling
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MAINE HALIBUT FISHERY UNDER SCRUTINY
By Melissa Waterman
No doubt about it, halibut are big fish. Henry Bigelow, traversing the Gulf of
Maine in the early 1900s, noted that halibut landed by commercial fishermen
had reached up to 600 pounds. Today the fish rarely
grow greater than 100 pounds.
No matter the size, the halibut fishery in Maine
has taken an upward trajectory in recent years, increasing from 33,000 pounds landed in 2010 to
more than 107,000 pounds in 2016. The rise in
landings created concern within the New England
Fishery Management Council (NEFMC), which
voted in November 2016 to make reexamination of
Atlantic halibut management a priority for 2017.
A dilemma arises from the fact that fishermen pursue halibut in Maine waters and in federal waters
outside the three-mile limit. “It’s a unique situation.
Maine has a directed state fishery and then there is
the non-directed federal fishery,” explained Jamie
Cournane, NEFMC’s Groundfish Plan Coordinator.
“The issue is that the federal and the state of Maine’s
plans are not aligned.”
The Maine halibut fishing season is brief, from May
1 to June 30. That season also applies to Maine recreational fishermen and charter boat operators. Any
halibut caught must be at least 41 inches in length.
Each fish must be tagged with a halibut tag purchased for $1 each from the Department of Marine
Resources (DMR). Commercial fishermen and charter boat operators may land only 25 fish per season;
recreational fishermen may only land five. However,
there are no current restrictions on the number of
fishermen who may apply for the tags nor are there
limits on the pounds of halibut that may be landed.
“In 2016, halibut tags were issued to 858 commercial license holders in Maine, which is up from 719
the year before,” said Trisha Cheney, DMR resource
management coordinator.

amount,” Cheney explained. “This nearly caused Accountability Measures to
be triggered for the federal groundfish fishery, which would prohibit federally-permitted vessels from fishing in certain areas, including some important
grounds for Maine fishermen.”
Landings of halibut in Maine are up but, Cournane
said, “ Linking that increase to stock status is difficult.” The Northeast Fisheries Science Center spring
and fall trawl surveys provide limited data on halibut. Recent Canadian assessments of halibut stocks
do show the population increasing but scientists
don’t know if the Gulf of Maine stock is linked to
the Maritime stock. And the Science Center does
not have an approved stock assessment for halibut,
Cournane said, “The 2015 stock assessment model
was rejected by the scientific peer review in 2015.
The peer review determined halibut is still overfished but it’s unknown if overfishing is occurring.”
Yet landings in Maine are definitely up. “One factor
is effort, but typically effort increases in an openaccess fishery when the catch begins to increase,
as it has with the halibut fishery. The most recent
Canadian halibut assessment estimated that biomass in the southern Grand Banks, the Scotian
Shelf and eastern Georges Bank is currently at a record high while exploitation of the overall stock is
at the lowest rate on record,” Cheney said.

Photo by S. Wigglesworth.

Perhaps the Gulf of Maine population is increasing.
Perhaps warmer water is causing the fish to move
to deep areas with consistently cold temperatures,
such as off Downeast Maine. DMR is working with
the Nature Conservancy and the University of
Massachusetts on a tag study to determine if the
uptick in halibut is due to a resurgence in the Gulf
of Maine population or is tied to the halibut stocks
in Canada. “In addition, we are collaborating with
the Canada Department of Fisheries and Oceans
Continued on page 18

Vessels with a federal groundfish permit are only allowed to land one halibut
per trip, while fishermen who work in state waters under a state license may
land a total of 25 halibut in Maine during the state’s halibut season. Restrictions,
called accountability measures, are put in place by NMFS for an entire future
fishing year if halibut catches exceed a specified quota within a fishing year.
These measures affect federally-permitted groundfishing vessels, not stateonly halibut fishermen fishing only in Maine waters. However, the amount of
halibut landed by Maine fishermen is counted when determining if the quota
has been reached or exceeded.
“Within the federal management plan, there is a total catch limit and accountability measures. In Maine’s plan, there is no limit on the total number of licenses issued or the total catch within the state,” Cournane said.
Accountability measures impact commercial groundfish vessels fishing in federal waters, not those solely fishing in Maine waters. The measures include no
possession of halibut, closing areas to fixed fishing gear, and requiring the use
of flatfish excluder devices or separators in certain areas. The latter would effectively reduce fishing for any flounders, not just halibut, in those areas.
“In 2015, state landings exceeded the state sub-annual limit resulting in the
overall acceptable biological catch for the fishery being exceeded by a small
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Need a lender
who understands

you?

Farm Credit East specializes in providing loans and lines of credit
to Maine’s commercial ﬁshing industry.
With long- and short-term ﬁnancing options for real estate, boats and
equipment, Farm Credit East is the right choice for you. We provide attractive
rates and solid advice for aquatic businesses of every type and size.
Our lending experts understand your business.
Call them today at the branch ofﬁce closest to you.

Loans and leases for:
Boats / Trucks / Real estate / Wharves / Bait storage facilities / Equipment
Haul out and repair / Operating lines / Permits

Highest quality ropes made in Maine
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800.831.4230 / FarmCreditEast.com
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MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE
Maine Lobstermen’s
Association

STEAMING AHEAD

Advocating for a
sustainable lobster resource
and the fishermen and
communities that depend
on it since 1954.

During the last week of April, I attended the Atlantic Large
Whale Take Reduction Team (TRT) meeting as one of three
Maine representatives. The TRT is the group charged with
making recommendations to minimize risk of whale entanglement under the Marine Mammal Protection Act.
The agenda included an update on the status of the stock,
an entanglement report, update on gear research and consideration of a proposal from Massachusetts South Shore
lobstermen to fish modified 1700-pound weak rope to gain
access to an area closed in the winter and spring months.

President: David Cousens
So. Thomaston, 594-7518
1st VP: Kristan Porter
Cutler, 259-3306
2nd VP: John Williams
Stonington, 367-2731
Sec/Treasurer: Donald Young
Cushing, 354-6404

I have been following recent research and media reports
documenting the declining health and low reproduction
rates of right whales. Some scientists have gone on record
singling out entanglement in fishing gear as the primary
cause of the whales’ poor
condition, so I knew it would
be a difficult meeting. And it
was.

•••

Directors
Bob Baines, Spruce Head, 596-0177
Dwight Carver, Beals, 497-2895
Herman Coombs, Orr’s Island, 807-8596
Gerry Cushman, Port Clyde, 372-6429
Jim Dow, Bass Harbor, 288-9846
Dustin Delano, Friendship, 542-7241
Arnie Gamage, Jr., S. Bristol, 644-8110
Robert Ingalls, Bucks Harbor, 255-3418
Mark Jones, Boothbay, 633-6054
Jason Joyce, Swan’s Island, 526-4109
Jack Merrill, Islesford, 244-4187
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June 6, 5 p.m.

proposal would have allowed lobstermen to fish gear
modified by cutting endlines into 40-foot sections, joined
together by a braided sleeve that breaks at 1700 pounds.
Lobstermen have tested these modifications over the past
few years and found that the line fished successfully.
The MLA did not support these lobstermen in their exemption request because we have been down this road before.
Twenty years ago, Massachusetts lobstermen fished sinking rope in Cape Cod Bay and that gear modification was
then forced upon all East Coast fixed gear fishermen. With
so few options available under the whale plan, it seems
inevitable that if South Shore lobstermen were to fish this
weak rope in their closed area, it would only be a matter
of time before the research and conservation community
would force this management measure onto everyone
else. In the end, there was no
consensus in support of the
South Shore plan and it did
not move forward.

As the TRT meeting unfolded it became apparent
that many on the TRT want
to hold the fishing industry solely accountable for
the poor condition of right
whales. They stated that climate change was irrelevant
and that right whales could
MLA Board members grappled with an array of
only recover if there were sigtough issues this winter. MLA photo.
nificant changes to the whale
plan. They used the materials
presented each day to build
their case to indict fishermen and demand action.
no uncertain terms, “No.”

Within minutes of the South
Shore exemption request failing, the science representatives on the TRT proposed
that the entire Gulf of Maine
lobster industry convert to
1700-pound weak endlines
immediately and then phase
in ropeless fishing over 10
years. No, I’m not kidding.
The MLA’s response was, in

The sad reality is that right whales have not fared well over
the last few years. And it is true that entanglements in fishing gear are a problem. But to ignore the rapidly changing
ocean conditions, evolving patterns of right whale behavior, lack of consistent food supply, and every other variable
out there in order to blame the fishing industry just doesn’t
pass the straight face test. So we challenged these team
members.

It was a three-day battle. As has been the case since this
issue started, the MLA was there to fight hard for Maine
lobstermen. In the end, the fishing community could not
find common ground with the research or conservation
communities on a strategy to move forward. There was
no consensus from the TRT coming out of that meeting.
Without consensus, NMFS does not have a clear mandate
from the TRT to act.

How did a whale species that just a year ago was touted
by the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) as showing promising signs of population recovery suddenly turn
out to be on the brink? Where are the peer reviews of the
assumptions used to develop the new right whale population model and of the research which led to these dramatic
conclusions about the fate of the right whale?

NMFS requested input following the meeting from the
science, conservation and lobster industry caucuses. The
message from us is simple: no new measures until Canada
puts a whale management plan in place so we can truly
assess the effectiveness of the whale rules. The industry
also identified the need to improve research, conduct
peer reviews of the current science, work to improve gear
marking, and understand the baseline breaking strength of
endlines in the fishery. The science community will surely
come forward with demands for the lobster industry to implement weak rope and transition to ropeless fishing, and
the conservation community will come in somewhere in
between.

Many on the TRT pointed to the ship strike rule as a success
story while impugning the effectiveness of the gear rules
that fishermen have been forced to implement in recent
years. They argued that entanglement rates are increasing
and injuries are more severe, and reasoned that the existing rules are therefore not working. They questioned all of
the whale rules – sinking rope, weak links, trawling up – as
if those were no big deal for fishermen to abide by and that
it was time to make more stringent regulations. They said
nothing of the sacrifice and commitment fishermen have
made to implement these whale rules in hopes of making
the ocean safer for whales.
They never recognized that the ship strike rules are working because both the U.S. and Canada are in sync with each
other, and that perhaps the entanglement issue has not
been solved because we have only half a plan. Since only
one country, the U.S., is participating, it would be impossible to solve the entanglement issue. Maine and other
industry members pushed hard that Canada needs to implement a whale plan for their fishermen before U.S. fishermen consider additional whale rules.
Massachusetts South Shore lobstermen presented a proposal for an exemption to the winter closure in their area.
Cape Cod Bay has become very active with right whales
feeding in recent years. In 2016, over 200 individual whales
were documented feeding in a single day! The South Shore

At the end of the meeting, NMFS presented a proposal to
improve data on lobster fishing effort and number of endlines fished. It is very likely that NMFS will propose new
reporting requirements for lobstermen. It will likely be
some sort of annual recall survey asking lobstermen how
and where they fish by month, based on a spatial grid, and
information on the type of gear and rope used.
If you are a lobsterman, there is cause to be concerned
about the future because right whales really aren’t doing
that well right now. But rest assured, the MLA will remain
involved and continue to demand accountability on this
issue from scientists, managers and our neighbors to the
north.
As always, stay safe on the water.
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MLA DIRECTORS MEETING SUMMARY
The MLA board of directors met on May 3 in Belfast. The board welcomed Scott
Smithwick of Smithwick & Mariner’s Insurance to review the MLA vessel insurance program. The MLA has partnered with Smithwick & Mariners and underwriter Great American to provide quality, affordable vessel insurance for MLA
members since 1993. The program provides competitive rates, comprehensive
coverage and has an excellent claims record. The MLA board made several recommendations to improve the program a few years ago and the changes have
been greatly beneficial to members.
The MLA vessel insurance program has many special offerings: a discount if
you take the USCG Drill Conductor course, no-cost coverage for observers and
sea samplers if you carry P&I, loss of earnings coverage, crew coverage/warranty, no layup warranty, rather a credit structure if you have a layup. The board
was pleased with the changes and progress of the program. MLA staff is working to inform MLA members of the benefits of this program.
NOAA is conducting another hydrographic survey in Penobscot Bay this summer. The western part of the bay was surveyed in 2016; the eastern portion
is scheduled for this summer. The MLA was asked by the survey contractor,
Fugro Pelagos, to organize a meeting of industry leaders to review and provide
feedback on the survey area, survey methods and input on how to minimize
interactions and impacts on the lobster industry. The meeting was be held on
May 23 in Deer Isle.
This spring has been an extremely busy legislative session. The MLA’s priority
for this session was passage of two enforcement bills: LD 1379 which would allow the DMR to covertly surveille a lobster vessel if there was probable cause
that a crime had been committed and LD 575 which would stiffen the penalties
for intentional offenses, such as fishing over the trap limit or fishing sunken
trawls. The first Marine Resources Committee work session took place prior
to the MLA board meeting; both bills were voted unanimously “ought to pass”
with amendments.
LD 1379 was amended to criminalize the lobster violations, thus requiring
DMR to go to a judge to obtain a search warrant. LD 575 was put forward
as a concept draft so its amendment defines the new penalty structure. The
Committee supported amendments establishing minimum penalties for several intentional lobster violations: a minimum 4-year suspension and possible
permanent suspension for scrubbing eggers; a minimum 3-year suspension,
up to 10 years, for fishing over the trap limit or sunken trawls; second offenses
could result in permanent license suspension; a minimum 2-year suspension,
up to a maximum of 6 years, for trap molesting and permanent suspension is
possible. The bill adds that those convicted of sinking or burning a boat may
permanently lose their license. The bills will go back to Committee for further
language reviews. The Committee may combine these bills into one [which
they did in late May].

tect right whales at the Marine Mammal Commission’s annual meeting.
The MLA Board also discussed the continued threats to lobster from pesticide
use. The MLA has spearheaded efforts to keep these pesticides out of the water. The MLA got legislation passed to keep Dimiln (used for brown tail moth
control and very dangerous to lobsters) pushed back at least 250 yards from the
high tide mark. The Maine Board of Pesticides Control (BPC) now has to approve which chemicals can be used for brown tail within 250 feet of the ocean.
There are continuing concerns about the control of brown tail moth populations, ticks and mosquitoes. Homeowners should learn about the habitat these
pests prefer and clean up their yards to reduce likely habitat. It’s important
for coastal homeowners to minimize pesticide use. The best thing is to hire a
licensed applicator if pesticides are needed. Licensed applicators will use the
product as labelled and use the proper dose. The BPC is working on a project
testing for pesticide residue in coastal areas. Rather than just banning products (you could ban one, and a more dangerous one could be used instead),
they are trying to identify those that persist in the coastal environment and
therefore pose the greatest risk to marine species. This is still in the works, but
will be the foundation for potential future legislation to keep lobsters safe.
The MLA Board discussed the upcoming MLA membership renewal. The MLA
budget continues to be extremely tight and the MLA is not adequately staffed
to properly address the multitude of important issues facing the industry.
The board will explore dues increases to more strategically position the MLA
to represent the industry and effectively advocate. The ASMFC is holding a
shrimp meeting and a public hearing on Amendment 3 on June 7 so the next
MLA meeting will be moved to Tuesday, June 6.
ASMFC ATLANTIC HERRING SECTION
The Commission’s Atlantic Herring Section approved Addendum I to
Amendment 3 of the Interstate Fishery Management Plan for Atlantic Herring.
The Addendum includes management measures intended to stabilize the rate
of catch in the Area 1A fishery and distribute the seasonal quota throughout
Trimester 2 (June through September), which has 72.8 % of the season’s allocation. The following measures were approved by the Section:
Continued on page 8
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The MLA is participating in an ASMFC subcommittee on the Gulf of Maine and
Georges Bank lobster stock to discuss future management of the stock given
changing environmental conditions. The subcommittee discussed deficiencies
in the current management plan and vulnerability of the industry if there is
a stock decline. It made several preliminary recommendations including the
need for additional research, improving offshore enforcement, developing an
economic indicator and trigger mechanism, and modifying current reference
points. This is a starting point for further discussion and strategy. The board
noted that it is important to keep large females on bottom. A reduction in the
maximum gauge could prove more beneficial than in increase in the minimum
gauge if there are signs of a decline in the lobster population.
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Team meeting in Providence in May. It was a very difficult three-day meeting. The scientists presented research to make a case that the health of right
whales is declining and that the stress and mortality from gear entanglement
is threatening their recovery. They proposed that NOAA explore new management measures requiring that Gulf of Maine lobstermen change to 1700-pound
weak rope throughout the Gulf and phase in ropeless fishing in 10 years. Maine
representatives and other industry members strongly opposed these ideas.
There was also no consensus on a proposal from Massachusetts lobstermen
who sought a conservation exemption to fish 1700-pound modified weak line
in portions of the area closed in the winter. NOAA is considering input from all
parties so there is no clear direction on how the Team may move forward. The
MLA also made a presentation on the Maine lobster industry’s efforts to pro-
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MLA continued from page 7

Days Out Program (effective for the 2017 fishing season)

State Landing Report

•

The Section will separately address days out provisions for federal herring
Category A vessels and small‐mesh bottom trawl vessels with a federal herring Category C or D permit.

•

In addition to landing restrictions associated with the days out program,
Category A vessels are now prohibited from possessing herring caught
from Area 1A during a day out of the fishery.

•

Small‐mesh bottom trawl vessels with a Category C or D permit will notify
states of their intent to fish in Area 1A prior to June 1st.

NOAA has granted access to vessel monitoring system (VMS)‐submitted daily
catch report data for select staff in Maine, New Hampshire and Massachusetts.
This will provide real‐time data for the states to implement a weekly landing
limit. Therefore, the implementation of a state landing report is not necessary
at this time. The Section will include the option to implement a state landing
report as part of the interstate fishery management program if it becomes necessary at a future date.

•

Maine, New Hampshire and Massachusetts will make days out decisions by
consensus. If a consensus cannot be reached, then the default landing day
scenario will be zero landing days.

Weekly Landing Limit (effective for the 2017 fishing season)
The Addendum implements a weekly harvester landing limit for vessels with
a Category A permit. The weekly limit will be adjusted throughout the fishing
season based on effort. Forty‐five days prior to the start of the fishing season,
Category A vessels will notify states of their intent to fish in Area 1A, including
a specification of gear type. This will provide states with an estimate of effort to
calculate the weekly landing limit. For the 2017 fishing season, the notification
date was set at May 23.

The Section also approved continuing use of the GSI30‐based forecast system
to determine spawning closures in Area 1A. This method was developed by the
Technical Committee, then tested and evaluated for effectiveness during the
2016 fishing season. The modified GSI30‐based spawning monitoring system
tracks reproductive maturity to align the timing of spawning area closures
with the onset of spawning. The modeling forecasts of spawning closures will
be made available via a website.
AMERICAN LOBSTER MANAGEMENT BOARD /SOUTHERN
NEW ENGLAND STOCK

•

Herring caught in Area 1A can only be landed by the respective harvester
vessel (i.e. no carrier vessels)

The Commission’s American Lobster Management Board approved moving forward with the goal of increasing egg production for the Southern New
England (SNE) stock of American lobster by 5%. This goal can be achieved
through selected management actions including lobster gauge size changes,
trap reductions, and seasonal closures. In making its decision, the Board took
into consideration extensive public comment, which overwhelmingly supported the status quo, and the fact that stock declines are largely a result of climatic
changes, including increasing water temperatures during the last 15 years.

•

Herring carrier vessels are limited to receiving at‐sea transfers from one
harvester vessel per week and landing once per 24‐hour period

The next step in the process will be for the Lobster Conservation Management
Teams (LCMTs) in Areas 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 to develop area‐specific proposals on

New Fishery Management Plan Tools
The following measures may be considered as potential management tools
prior to the start of the fishing year:

LOBSTER BILL SUMMARY (AS OF MAY 31)
TO BE ENACTED INTO LAW
LD 14

An Act to Extend the Legal Hours for Harvesting Lobster (Kumiega)

LD 14 changes to time of day fishing restrictions for lobstermen by moving the start time for hauling in October to 4am.
LD 252

An Act To Improve Safety in the Disposal of Expired Marine Flares (McCreight)

The State Fire Marshal shall establish a program to collect, store and dispose of expired marine flares, and develop a public education program, within existing resources.
STILL IN PROGRESS (MAY 26)
LD 575

An Act to Improve the Enforcement of Maine’s Lobster Laws (Langley)

PH 3/6/17; WS 5/3, 5/10, 5/17

This bill combines the provisions of LD 1379 and LD 575 to address issues with making enforcement cases and stiffening penalties to improve compliance with Maine’s lobster lobsters. The bill
criminalizes several lobster violations which will allow DMR to get a warrant from a judge to conduct covert surveillance if there is probably cause of illegal activitiy. It establishes a minimum
penality of a four year license suspension for scrubbing egged lobsters, 3 year license suspension for fishing over the trap limit or fishing sunken trawls; the possiblity of permanent license
revocation for burning or destrying a vessel. It also allows for supsension of marine licenses when theft, arson, property destruction, and criminal offenses against marine patrol officers.
LD 705

An Act to Prevent Marine Debris (Devin, DMR bill)

OTP-A

This prohibits possession of bait packaging including the plastic wrapping, cardboard cartons and strapping for commercial and recreational fisheries engaged in fishing, and the discarding or
abandoning of these materials into the ocean. Violation of this provision is a civil violation, with a fine of $250
LD 1207

An Act to Make Technical Changes to Maine’s Marine Resources Laws (Tuell)

OTP-A

This clarifies that you can permanently lose your license for scrubbing egged lobsters, makes it illegal to sell offal for use as lobster bait and establishes a standard thickness of 1.25” for hairless
hide, creates a residency requirement for a commercial pelagic and anadromous fishing license, and exempts the holder of a marine harvesting demonstration license from the prohibition on
hauling on Sundays in the summer.
LD 922

An Act Directing the Commissioner of Marine Resources to Investigate Conditions of Sheepscot Pond Related to a
Management Plan for Anadromous Fish Species (Pierce)

Carry over requested 5/12/17

This bill would open the fishway on the Sheepscot River located at the outlet of Sheepscot Pond in the Town of Palermo from April 15th to June 30th annually and to investigate the conditions of
the pond for the purpose of developing a management plan for anadromous fish species.
LD 703

An Act to Address Marine Debris Resulting for Commercial Activities (Devin)

Carry over requested 5/12/17

This bill proposes to address the problem of marine debris resulting from commercial activities such as commercial fishing and aquaculture.
LD 1454

An Act to Extend the Time for an Appeal of Limited Entry Fishing License Denial for Members of the Military (Battle)

OTP-A

This bill eliminates the time limitation for a military veteran to recieve a lobster license. If a license is issued through a military waiver following service, that person must submit landings data
for the first 2 years in which that person holds a license, demonstrate a minimum of 50 landings days and sales of lobster to a wholesale seafood dealer or the person ceases to be eligible to
obtain that fishing license.
LD 1505

An Act to Create Consistency in the Regulaton of Pesticides (Davis)

ONTP 5/17/17

This bill prohibits a municipality from adopting or continuing to enforce any ordinance or rule regarding the sale or use of pesticides.
BILLS THAT ARE DEAD
LD 113

An Act to Stabilize Lobster Bait Prices (Alley)

Dead on 5/2/17

LD 149

An Act to Provide Additional Management for Limited-entry Lobster Zones (Hubbell)

Dead on 3/23/17

LD 201

An Act to Provide Flexibility in the Purchase of Lobster Trap Tags (Kumiega)

Dead on 5/11/17

LD 373

An Act to Create Pathways to Enter Alternative Marine Industries (Alley)

Dead on 5/2/17

LD 392

An Act Regarding Haul Times outside the 3 mile Line (Tuell)

Dead on 3/23/17

LD 616

An Act to Ensure Consistent Access to Limited Entry Lobster Zones (Hubbell)

Dead on 3/23/17

LD 704

An Act to Give the Department of Marine Resources Flexibility with Licensing in the Herring Fishery (Parry)

ONTP 5/12/17

LD 1379

An Act Regarding Enforcement of Marine Resources Laws and Suspensions of Marine Resources Licenses (Kumiega)

ONTP on 5/12/17

NOTE: OTP=ought to pass; ONTP=ought not to pass; PH=public hearing; tabled=Committee wil discuss again
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how to achieve the 5% increase in egg production. The LCMT proposals will be
submitted for Technical Committee review in June and Board consideration in
August. Once area‐specific measures have been approved, the Board will consider final approval of Addendum XXV.
In its deliberation on the SNE lobster stock, the Board discussed the need to
consider changes to the current management goals and reference points, noting changes in the marine environment may limit the ability to rebuild the stock
to 1990s levels. The Board will continue to discuss these issues, particularly as
the Commission’s Climate Change Work Group develops recommendations regarding the management of stocks impacted by changing climate conditions.
American Lobster Board/Gulf of Maine
The American Lobster Management Board identified preferred management
alternatives in the NEFMC’s Omnibus Deep Sea Coral Amendment, received a
report from the Gulf of Maine/Georges Bank (GOM/GBK) Subcommittee, and
discussed full implementation of Addenda XXI and XXII in federal waters.
Council staff provided an overview of the Draft Omnibus Deep Sea Coral
Amendment, which is considering the implementation of discrete coral zones
and/or broad, minimum depth coral zones in the Northwest Atlantic. Given
that this action may impact the lobster and Jonah crab fisheries, the Board requested that a letter be sent to the Council, recommending implementation
of the Council’s preferred management alternatives. This includes the prohibition on mobile‐tending bottom gear in the GOM, which would not prohibit
lobster traps, and a 600-meter minimum‐depth zone in the Canyons region,
which would prohibit all bottom‐tending gear with an exemption for the red
crab fishery.
Next, staff presented the GOM/GBK Subcommittee Report, which discussed
ways to promote resiliency in the lobster stock given changing environmental
conditions. The report outlined several preliminary recommendations, including continued monitoring of ventless trap surveys, improvemed offshore enforcement, and development of an economic indicator and trigger mechanism.
The Subcommittee will meet again to further develop these recommendations.
Staff also provided an update on Draft Addendum XXVI, which was initiated
in January 2017 to improve harvester reporting and biological data collection in state and federal waters. The Plan Development Team and Technical
Committee continue to work on analysis and draft language in the Addendum.

consider different levels of risk if the fishing mortality target is exceeded. These
projections will be presented to the Board in August. Finally, the Board passed
a motion to cap the New York harvest under the Episodic Events Set Aside
Program to 1 million pounds, accepted the 2017 FMP Review, and approved de
minimis status for the states of New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, South Carolina,
Georgia, and Florida.
2017 HERRING SEASON IS SET
Two important meetings were held in May to set the second trimester herring fishing season for Area 1A from June 1 through September 30. The ASMFC
passed an Addendum to allow the Herring Section more tools to manage landings from Area 1A. As part of the new rules, herring vessels need to declare
into the Area 1A fishery. Seven vessels fished in Area 1A in 2016; 18 vessels had
declared an intent to fish Area 1A for the 2017 season.
The DMR held an industry meeting to get input from the herring industry on
how best to structure the second trimester fishery. The owner or operator of
every herring vessel in Maine attended the meeting. The DMR stated that the
goal of the management process is to ensure that the lobster industry has a
supply of fresh bait from Area 1A through mid-September. With only 31,000
metric tons of herring available from 1A, there was a lot of frustration about the
number of vessels potentially competing for limited quota. After much heated
discussion, the general consensus of the group was to assume that seven vessels would fish Area 1A at the start of the season; the season should begin on
June 4 with three landing days; vessels would be limited to 10 truckloads per
week. The issue of whether to allow carrier vessels was the most contentious.
The group settled on allowing carrier vessels; the Commissioner stated that
they would be limited to only two truckloads per week.

Following action on Addendum XXV, the Board discussed several inconsistencies between state and federal regulations. The Board requested that the
Policy Board recommend that NOAA Fisheries fully implement the provisions
of Addenda XXI and XXII, which established ownership caps and trap banking
in Lobster Conservation Management Areas (LCMAs) 2 and 3. Currently, these
provisions have not been implemented in federal waters. The Board also began
discussions about inconsistencies regarding the current LCMA 4 season closure, including the application of the most restrictive rule and the requirement
that traps be removed from the water. The Board agreed to further discuss this
issue at the August Board meeting.

Herring rules for this summer were the subject of the ASFMC herring
section meeting in May. MLA photo.

Law Enforcement Committee – Lobster
Department of Marine Resources (DMR) Lt. Rene Cloutier briefed the Law
Enforcement Committee (LEC) about American Lobster Management Board discussions, specifically enforcement issues associated with allowing shipment and
resale of various legal‐sized lobsters. It was recognized that states with a larger
minimum size for lobsters could have more enforcement problems. Connecticut
has specific chain‐of‐custody regulations which have been successful in managing “undersized” imports. Their regulations do not prohibit interstate commerce
but do not allow retail sale, only re‐shipping. Cloutier reported on recent changes in Maine to allow for tracking of vessels and implementation of license‐suspension penalties as an effective deterrent. Maine has also re‐criminalized trap
molestation to address ongoing problems in state waters.
ATLANTIC MENHADEN BOARD
The Atlantic Menhaden Management Board reviewed progress on Draft
Amendment 3 which considers changes to the current allocation method as
well as implementation of ecosystem reference points. The Board provided
feedback to the Plan Development Team for continued development of the
Draft Amendment. Staff also provided an update on the Biological Ecological
Reference Point Workgroup, which met in April to review the multi‐species statistical catch‐at‐age model. A peer‐review of the menhaden‐specific ecosystem
reference points is scheduled for 2019.
The Board also considered fisheries scientist Ray Hilborn’s 2017 paper on the
management of forage fish species. Given its potential applicability to Draft
Amendment 3, the Board asked the Working Group to review this paper in
advance of the August Board meeting. The Technical Committee was asked
to conducting stock projections in order to inform future discussions about
the 2018 Total Allowable Catch (TAC). The projections will include various increases in the TAC, ranging from 0% to 40%, as well as several projections that

The next day the ASMFC Herring section met to discuss the 2017 Area 1A season. DMR’s Terry Stockwell made a motion based on the consensus among
Maine herring vessels reached the day before. The Herring Section discussed
the issue at length. The section approved the following measures to begin the
2017 Area 1A herring season.
•

Maine herring fishery opens on June 4 at 6 p.m.

•

Weekly landing limit of 10 truckloads per catcher vessel

•

Three consecutive landing days (Sun. 6 p.m. to Wed. 6 p.m.)

•

No transfer at sea between catcher vessels

•

One carrier per harvester vessel; maximum of two truckloads per week

•

ASMFC Herring Section to meet every two weeks to review landings and
make adjustments as necessary

The herring section set up meetings every two weeks at 10 a.m. to check on how
this approach is working: June 14, June 28, July 12, July 26, August 9.
HYDROGRAPHIC SURVEY OF EASTERN PENOBSCOT BAY
THIS SUMMER
NOAA will be contracting with the same company as last year, Fugro Pelago, to
conduct a hydrographic survey in highly-trafficked and fished areas of eastern
Penobscot Bay this summer. Fugro successfully surveyed western Penobscot
Bay during the summer of 2016.
MLA organized a meeting of local lobstermen to meet with NOAA staff and the
contractor to discuss plans for this survey. The project is tentatively scheduled
Continued on page 10
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to kick off early this summer and will run for three months. The meeting allowed lobstermen an opportunity to learn more about the survey plan, equipment and provide feedback on how to minimize conflict with lobster gear.

is ideally suited for mapping shallow water areas and the coastal zone. Survey
operations will be based out of Stonington. MLA will work with the contractor to keep local lobstermen informed of the project plans, and provide more
frequent updates once the project is underway.

Fugro plans to use catamaran-style jet drive survey boats with echosounders
mounted on poles, either over-the-side or at the stern, to obtain multibeam
data. They also have a small aircraft fitted with an Airborne LiDAR Bathymetry
(ALB) system to map data inshore of the 8-meter contour. The LiDAR system

Lobstermen met with NOAA officials and survey personnel to review the
project’s summer routes. MLA photo.

DMR LOBSTER VIOLATIONS, MARCH 1 THROUGH MAY 19
Name

Comments

Offense Location

Offense Description

Disposition
Type

Guilty Flag

LEE, RANDALL

Fishing 20 untagged lobster traps

Friendship

LOBSTER TRAP TAG SYSTEM

MALONEY, DYLAN

Wet storage of lobster gear over 30 days

Cushing

PROTECTED RESOURCES

LYONS, AARON

Wet storage of lobster gear over 30 days

Lubec

PROTECTED RESOURCES

Adjudicated true

YOUNG, TOBEY

Wet storage of lobster gear over 30 days

Tenants Harbor

PROTECTED RESOURCES

Default

YOUNG, MICHAEL

Wet storage of lobster gear over 30 days

South Bristol

PROTECTED RESOURCES

NUTTER, BENJAMIN

Wet storage of lobster gear over 30 days

Water off of Deer Isle

PROTECTED RESOURCES

SMITH, BRIAN

Wet storage of lobster gear greater than 30 days

Cape Elizabeth

PROTECTED RESOURCES

BREWER, MAYNARD

Selling 47 short lobsters

Boothbay

LOBSTER MEASUREMENT-DESCRIBE # OF SHORT
OR OVERSIZED

MOODY, JESSE

Posession of 19 short lobsters

JONESBORO

LOBSTER MEASUREMENT-DESCRIBE # OF SHORT
OR OVERSIZED

HAYS, KEVIN

Fishing for lobster without a valid 2017 license

Bailey island

NO LOBSTER AND CRAB CLASS I LICENSE

true

DMR VIOLATIONS, ADMINISTRATIVE SUSPENSIONS
MARCH 1-MAY 19
First Name

Last Name

Suspension type

Work Status

Suspension start date

Suspension lift date

Violation Comments

Offense Description

DOUGLAS

ANDERSON

Admin

Suspension-Issued

3/30/2017 12:00 AM

3/29/2020 12:00 AM Molesting lobster gear

MOLESTING LOBSTER GEAR

CHRISTOPHER

EAGER

Admin

Suspension-Issued

4/14/2017 12:00 AM

4/14/2018 12:00 AM Fishing 60 untagged lobster
traps

LOBSTER TRAP TAG SYSTEM

The Administrative Suspension Process was established by the Legislature in
2014, creating an administrative process to suspend marine licenses that is separate from the judicial system.

guilty or innocent. The question instead is whether he is at fault or not at fault.
If the preponderance of evidence presented shows that the person committed
the violation, then he is found at fault.

The administrative process proceeds in concert with the judicial process. The
Bureau of Marine Patrol will issue a suspension request. The head of Marine
Patrol reviews the case and the Marine Patrol Officer’s (MPO) report, then sends
a suspension recommendation to the DMR Commissioner. If the Commissioner
agrees with the recommendation, a letter is sent to the lobsterman informing
him that his license is suspended for a specific length of time. The letter also informs the lobsterman that he has ten days to request an administrative hearing
on his case. If he requests a hearing, the suspension is stayed until the hearing
date. If no request is made, the suspension starts ten days from receipt of the
letter.

If the lobsterman is found at fault, DMR is notified and a letter is generated and
sent to the lobsterman stating that the suspension is upheld. That same letter
states that the person has the right to request a length of suspension hearing
before the DMR Commissioner within ten days. During the period from receipt
of the suspension letter and the length of suspension hearing, the lobsterman is
under suspension.

The hearing takes place at the Secretary of State’s office under the authority of a
hearings officer. The hearings officer acts as a judge would in a court of law. At
the hearing, the lobsterman, the MPOs and witnesses testify before the hearings
officer. Attorneys can cross-examine MPOs and witnesses. But, unlike a court
case, the question before the hearings officer is not whether the lobsterman is

The length of suspension hearing gives the lobsterman an opportunity to argue that the suspension period is too harsh a punishment. The Commissioner
may make an immediate decision at the close of the length of suspension hearing or may take the case under advisement. When the decision is reached, he
sends a letter to the lobsterman stating that the suspension stands or that it
has been amended in some fashion. A person can appeal his suspension one
more time, this time to the Superior Court, if he does so within 30 days of the
Commissioner’s letter.

June 2017 | LANDINGS | Page 11
Cornish continued from page 3

find ways to support our efforts. It was also clear that fishermen are passionate
about issues that impact their livelihoods. Many fishermen gave up a day of
hauling and a day’s pay to attend the public hearing.
So how do we deter cheating? It is my experience that large fines do not have
the expected deterrent effect. Unfortunately, given the complexities of catching fishermen committing serious violations such as scrubbing, trap molesting and fishing sunken trawls (no buoys), enforcement is an uphill climb. Once
Patrol is successful in putting a solid case together, the most effective method
of providing both due process and removing violators from the water in a relatively timely fashion is the administrative suspension process. Without this
process in place we would be in a very poor position to deal with serious lobster resource violations.
The administrative suspension process does have a deterrent effect. When a
violator loses his or her license and the ability to make a living on the water, in
some cases for more than a year, not only is that fisherman affected, but it may
cause other fishermen who are cheating to reconsider their behavior.
The lobster industry has pushed for stricter enforcement and mandatory suspensions for certain violations. The enforcement bill is definitely a step in the
right direction. There is no doubt that Marine Patrol, given our small numbers,
needs the support of fishermen in order to be effective. Without statutory

DISCOUNT DIRECTORY
Show your MLA card and save!
Automotive
Newcastle Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep
Newcastle, ME -- 3 years of oil changes
(total of 12) for all vehicles, cars and
trucks, when you purchase a new or used
vehicle. 207-563-5959

Bait
Bessy Bait, LLC
Seabrook, NH -- $5 discount per drum on
multiple drum purchases (must show current
MLA card). 603-300-2846

changes, we will continue to struggle to make an impact on those large-scale
issues that threaten the industry.
On a related note, I have always felt that the Department of Marine Resources
(DMR) sets high expectations for its employees and that it is fortunate to have
such a hardworking and dedicated work force. When fishermen think about
enforcement they generally envision uniformed officers. There are additional
staff, however, within the department who play a big role in the overall success
of the Bureau. The first is Deirdre Gilbert, director of marine policy. Deirdre
has been in the game for quite some time and brings an unsurpassed level of
knowledge and common sense to the legislative and rulemaking processes. Her
work with Patrol has been exceptional. Another is Sarah Cotnoir, DMR’s resource management coordinator and liaison to the Lobster Advisory Council.
Sarah has developed a strong working relationship with members of the lobster industry. She has been vital in keeping lobstermen updated and engaged
in important issues affecting them. These two public servants deserve a great
deal of credit for the work they perform.
In closing I want thank fishermen again for their ongoing support. Patrol will
never take it for granted. As we continue to hire new officers and introduce
them to their areas, please provide them with your support and allow them to
earn your trust.

Fishing, Marine & Industrial
Alliance Rubber
Hot Springs, AR -- 10% off custom printed
lobster bands. www.rubberband.com
Hamilton Marine
Searsport, Rockland, Portland, Southwest
Harbor, Jonesport, ME -- Discounts available to
FRPPHUFLDOÀVKHUPHQ
North Atlantic Power Products
Exeter, NH -- 10% discount on parts and service.
603-418-0470

Gifts
0DLQH&DPS2XWÀWWHUV
Sunset, ME -- 10% off all apparel and promotional product orders. 800-560-6090

Hydraulics

Boat Builders/Repairs
Richard Stanley Custom Boats
Bass Harbor, ME -- $1,000 off final price of
hull with MLA membership. 207-244-3795
SW Boatworks
Lamonie, ME -- $1000 discount for hull or
top. on a 38’ CB or 44’ CB. 207-667-7427

Chiropractic

Coastal Hydraulics
Seabrook, NH -- 10% discount on all in stock
items for MLA members. 603-474-1914
Hews Company, LLC
South Portland, ME -- 10% off hydraulic
components and Cable Craft cables. 767-2136

Legal Services

Slocum Chiropractic: a Maine Vitality Center Nicholas H Walsh PA, Maritime Law
Brunswick, ME-- $25 inital visit and nervous
Portland, ME -- 20% off legal services. 772-2191
system scan. Value $125. 207-725-4222

Electronic Equipment
Midcoast Marine Electronics
Rockland, ME -- 10% off list price on all
marine electronic products excluding MRP
products.
207-691-3993
Navtronics, LLC
York, ME -- 5% off of purchases. 207-363-1150

Financial & Investment
Back River Financial Group
Farmingdale, ME -- Free initial consultation and
review of previous tax returns. 207-622-3772

Fuel
Atlantic Edge Lobster
Boothbay Harbor, ME -- Fuel discount for
MLA members. 207-633-2300

Museums & Entertainment
Cross Insurance Center
Portland, ME -- Member-only discounts for
select shows, Call the MLA for more info
Penobscot Marine Museum
Searsport, ME -- Free admission for MLA members.
Maine Maritime Museum
Bath, ME -- Free admission to MLA members.
Mount Desert Oceanarium
Bar Harbor, ME -- Free admission to commercial
ÀVKHUPHQDQGWKHLUIDPLOLHV.

Lobster& Seafood
Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Coop
Winter Harbor, ME – 10% off picked lobster
meat. 207-963-5857

Special Vessel Insurance Rates for MLA members
Smithwick & Mariners Insurance
Falmouth, ME -- Discounted vessel insurance plus 5% discount with proof of CG approved Drill
Conductor course within the last 5 years. Wooden boat, Builders coverage, No lay up period, discounted electronics deductible, and automatic coverage of researchers 207-370-1883

Newspapers
Commercial Fisheries News
Deer Isle, ME -- Discounted annual subscription rate for $18.75 with MLA membership
noted on check. 800-989-5253
National Fisherman
Portland, ME -- Special annual subscription
rate for members. Contact the MLA for more
info
207-967-4555

Propellers

Accutech Marine Propeller, Inc
Dover, NH -- 10% off propeller repair & new
shafts. New propeller discounts vary.
603-617-3626
New England Propeller Inc
Plymouth, MA -- Discounts on marine
propeller, shafting, and related items, sales &
repairs. 508-746-8804
Nautilus Marine Fabrication, Inc.
Trenton, ME --5% Discount on propeller
reconditioning. 207-667-1119

Refrigeration Services
Applied Refrigeration Services
Windham, ME -- $250 off new installations.
207-893-0145

Safety Training & Equipment
Liferaft Services, LLC
York, ME -- 5% off liferaft repack with proof
of MLA membership. CAN be combined with
other promotions. 207-363-0220
McMillan Offshore Survival Training
Belfast, ME -- 10% discount on USCG Drill
Conductor training. 207-338-1603

Survey Services
Maine Design Company
Appleton, ME --10% discount to surveys on
lobster boats. Must show MLA card &
mention this listing to get discount.
207-370-1088

Trap Builders, Stock & Supplies
Friendship Trap Company
Friendship, ME -- 5% off list price on traps
purchased at the Friendship store. Cannot be
combined with other discounts. 354-2545
Sea Rose Trap Co
S. Portland -- 5% off list price on traps. Must
show MLA card. 207-730-2063

Industry Organizations
Maine Lobstermen’s Association
Kennebunk, ME--10% off MLA merchandise.
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Bottom Line
Super 46 Wesmac
C18 CAT

SATURDAY, JULY 8 · NOON-5 P.M. · THOMPSON’S POINT · PORTLAND, MAINE
Live music • Traditional Maine food & drink • Interactive kids area

MAINE MADE GIFTS
P lusSPONSORED
BY BANGOR SAVINGS BANK

WHEN YOUR ENGINE MEANS BUSINESS,

MILTON CAT MEANS MORE.

BEST LOBSTER ROLL COMPETITION
And THE WORLD’SSPONSORED
BY ALLAGASH BREWING CO.
GET YOUR TICKETS TODAY AT DOWNEAST.COM/LOBSTERROLL
S10 General Admission

Milton CAT is the Northeast and upstate New York Caterpillar dealer. Our complete range of marine
power systems solutions is backed by a team with exceptional knowledge and experience.
s More engine choices.
s More fully equipped and staffed locations.
s More support for your commercial fishing vessel, ferry, tug, or pleasure craft.
s More ordering and delivery options for unparalleled part availability.
Contact: Kevin Hampson, 508-634-5503, Kevin_Hampson@miltoncat.com

A PORTION OF PROCEEDS BENEFITS:

$411-564#2/+..
$411-564#2/+..
/#4+0'5722.+'5
/#4+0'5722.+'5

WORKING TO MAKE 2017 YOUR
:RUNLQJWRPDNH
BEST FISHING SEASON EVER!
\RXUEHVWVHDVRQHYHU

a7KHRQHVWRSVKRSIRU\RXUOREVWHU FRPPHUFLDOILVKLQJQHHGVa

9LVLWXVRQOLQHDWZZZEURRNVWUDSPLOOFRP
-RQHVERUR0(3RUWODQG0(7KRPDVWRQ0(:HVW%DWK0(
       

June 2017 | LANDINGS | Page 13

THANK YOU

Lost At Sea, Recovered Rust Free!

to those who joined this Spring.
Lobstermen and business shape the
future of the industry.
We value their input and participation. For over 60
years the MLA has protected the fishery and
the livelihood of thousands.
Thanks to our new members for being a part
of our future.

AQUAMESH

®

The Galvanized After Weld Difference

“These are pictures of a 15 year
old Aquamesh® trap that was
lost at sea for 14 years and
was just recently recovered. As
you can see there is not a spot
of rust anywhere on the wire.
The runners are going to be
replaced and it will be set back
this Spring!”

You too can be a part of the future.
Join the MLA and connect.

–Edward Hutchins II
Cape Porpoise, Maine

www.mainelobstermen.org/membership
tBOEJ!NBJOFMPCTUFSNFOPSH

1.800.762.6374 . 1.508.234.8400
info@riverdale.com . www.riverdale.com
If you have an Aquamesh® story that you would like to share, contact us at marketing@riverdale.com

H

In-Sight Automatic/Manual
2IIVKRUH,QŴDWDEOH3)'

Premium Adult Universal
Immersion Suit

LIMITED QUANTITY!

HAMILTON MARINE
40th Anniversary

1977

2017

800-639-2715
hamiltonmarine.com
Type I Offshore Life Vest

$

29

Heavy-duty 420 denier nylon shell with neoprene
comfort collar. In-Sight window shows armed status.
Features full 35 lbs buoyancy.

99

$

99

SAVE

Reg 149.99

$

Orange
Order# 752862

50

USCG APPROVED
High-vis yellow accent.
Removable head pillow.
Articulated arms for
easier donning. Buddy
line and whistle.

$

Red

24999

)RXO:HDWKHU*HDU

Sizes M-XXL

3
$
3349 dozen
$ 19 pair

6HDUFK+0*$

22229

TEL-CH5200P
Order# 735916

Bait Bags

Flexible upper folds down
when full 15" not needed.
1" groove holds a durable
silicone band. Rigid toe cap.
Sizes 7-14

$

9999 pair

6HDUFK*5''%

2-Sided Interlocking Design, 1/2" thick, 3' x 3' mat.
Made from 100%
re-vulcanized rubber.

Orange plastic with
holes for draining.
1 bushel capacity.

4

$ 79

SAVE

549

6 Year
Battery!

46999

+LJK3HUIRUPDQFH/('/LJKWV
Patented specter and hybrid optics with
high purity aluminum housings.
Search# RIL-

Starting At

$

11399

The Original ManLine Pot Warp
VOLUME
PRICING
AVAILABLE!

/REVWHU&UDWH

)LVK%DVNHW

HML-FISHPICK
Order# 118292

$

Search#
HMP-MAN

$QWL)DWLJXH0DW

Reg 19.99
$
HTV-179873
Order# 754535

34999

Search#
HML-BB

15" long steel shaft with a rubber
grip handle. Steel pick on end
that is 3' long.

1450

$

VOLUME
PRICING
AVAILABLE!

)LVK3LFN

$

Order# 731676

Order# 731678

Highly polished corrosionresistant stainless steel covers and handle. Takes 33C
and 43C type cables.

99
'HFN%RVV%RRWV

Cat II Manual

Twin-S Controls

$

PVC Superflex 12" Long Blue
5XEEHU*ORYHV

ACCUSat™ EPIRBs
406 MHz. Completely waterproof. 6 Year Non-Haz
Mat battery. 6 Year warranty. Features a stainless
steel antenna. USCG/GMDSS Approved.

Cat I Auto

KNT-1540-AU
Order# 753274

Order# 761645

Search#
*5'

Adult Universal.
USCG Approved with
reflective tape, light loop
and whistle attachment.
PFD-1A
Order# 748930

photo: Mark Fleming Photography

$

1999

HML-BASKET-PAS
Order# 118243

PORTLAND ROCKLAND SEARSPORT SOUTHWEST HARBOR JONESPORT

20" W x 31-1/2" L x 16" H
Two piece attached lid.
All-plastic construction.
100 lb capacity

$

4999

HML-LOB-CRATE
Order# 158132

Typographical errors are unintentional and subject to correction.
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BAIT
HERRING

REDFISH

POGIES

ROCKFISH

FRESH BY TANK
AND BARREL

FRESH BY TANK
AND BARREL

FRESH BY TANK
AND BARREL

FROZEN IN BOXES

FROZEN IN BOXES

FROZEN IN BOXES

Why buy
secondhand?
Buy fresh,
buy direct!

FRESH

207.594 . 0405

FROZEN

207.542 .1856

19 Front Street
Rockland, ME 04841
www.oharabait.com

DECK-BOSS BOOT

Featuring
DRY DECK™ INSOLES

Two-piece insole provides all day comfort
Perforated upper deck draws moisture away from the foot
Bilge cavities trap water under the lower deck
Heel channels allow easy water removal
Available at your Authorized Grundéns Dealer

WE ARE FISHING®
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MLA SELECT BUSINESS MEMBERS Show your support for these businesses!
ACCOUNTANTS

FINANCIAL & INVESTMENT

Back River Financial Group
690 Maine Ave
Farmingdale, ME 04344 207-622-3772
info@backrivergroup.com
www.backrivergroup.com
Free initial consultation, review of previous tax
returns.

Farm Credit East
615 Minot Ave.
Auburn, ME 04210
800-831-4230
www.farmcrediteast.com

AUTOMOTIVE
Newcastle Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep
573 Route One
Newcastle, ME 04553
rmiller@newcastlechrysler.com
www.newcastlechrysler.com
3 years (total 12) oil changes when you purchase a new or used vehicle.
BAIT DEALERS
Bessy Bait LLC
155 Batchelder Rd.
Seabrook, NH 03874
603-300-2846/603-300-2849
info@bessybait.com www.bessybait.com
$5 discount per drum on multiple drum purchases (must show current MLA card).
Cape Porpoise Lobster & Bait Co.
PO Box 7217
Cape Porpoise, ME 04014 207-967-0900
allendaggett@hotmail.com
www.capeporpoiselobster.com
CBS Lobster
52 Union Wharf
Portland, ME 04101 207-775-2917
cbslobster13@yahoo.com
Lighthouse Lobster & Bait
PO Box 194
Eastport, ME 04631 207-853-3137
Lund’s Fisheries Inc.
997 Ocean Dr.
Cape May, NJ 08204
609-898-5143 wreichle@lundsfish.com
www.lundsfish.com
New England Fish Co.
446 Commercial St.
Portland, ME, 04101
207-253-5626 nefco@mac.com
www.raberfisheries.com
Purse Line Bait
PO Box 276
Sebasco Estates, ME 04565
207-389-9155
jenniebplb@yahoo.com
BOAT BUILDERS/ BOAT REPAIR
SW Boatworks
358 Douglas Highway
Lamoine, ME 04605 207-667-7427
swboatworks@gmail.com
www.swboatworks.com
$1000 discount for hull or top on 38 and 44
Calvin Beal.
DOCUMENTATION/SURVEY SERVICES

Machias Savings Bank
PO Box 318
Machias, ME 04654
207-255-3347
www.machiassavings.com
FISHING, MARINE AND INDUSTRIAL
SUPPLIES
Alliance Rubber Company
201 Carpenter Dam Rd
Hot Springs, AR 71913
jsammons@alliance-rubber.com
www.rubberband.com
10% off custom printed lobster bands
Grundens USA Ltd
PO Box 2068
Poulsbo, WA 98370
360-779-4439/800-323-7327
info04@grundens.com
Hamilton Marine
with locations in Searsport: 207-548-6302;
Southwest Harbor: 207-244-7870;
Rockland: 207-594-8181
Portland: 207-774-1772
Jonesport: 207-497-2778
info@hamiltonmarine.com
www.hamiltonmarine.com
Discounts available to commercial fishermen
North Atlantic Power Products
15 Continental Drive
Exeter, NH 03833
603-418-0470
djones@glpower.com
10% off on parts and service

Canobie Seafoods, Inc.
1077 Bar Harbor Rd.
Trenton, ME 04605
207-667-2250
rpdoane@yahoo.com
Channel Fish Co.
370 East Eagle St.
East Boston , MA 02128
617-569-3200
paula@channelfishco.com
www.channelfishco.com
Chicken of the Sea Frozen Foods
20 Ladd St.
Portsmouth, NH 03801
603-433-2220
adaughan@cosff.com
Cranberry Isles Fishermens Coop
PO Box 258
Islesford, ME 04646
207-244-5438
cranberrycoop@gmail.com
http://littlecranberrylobster.com

Maine Camp Outfitters
300 Sunset Rd
Sunset, ME 04683
800-560-6090
andy@maine-camp.com
www.mainepromotional.com
10% off apparel and promotional product orders.

Knuckle & Claw
2715 Main St.
Santa Monica, CA 90405
& 3112 West Sunset Blvd
Los Angeles, CA 90026
chloe@knuckleclaw.com
www.knuckleclaw.com

HYDRAULICS

Little Bay Lobster Inc.
158 Shattuck Way
Newington, NH 03801
603-431-3170
kellis@littlebaylobster.com
www.littlebaylobster.com

Coastal Hydraulics Inc.
PO Box 2832
Seabrook, NH 03874
603-474-1914
sales@coastalhyd.com
10% discount on all in-stock items for MLA
members.
Hews Company LLC
190 Rumery St.
South Portland, ME 04106
207-767-2136
info@ hewsco.com
10% off hydraulic components & Craft cables.
INDUSTRY ORGANIZATIONS

EDUCATIONAL & TRADE SHOWS

INSURANCE

Maine Maritime Museum
243 Washington St.
Bath, ME 04530 207-443-1316
lent@maritimeme.org
www.mainemaritimemuseum.org
Free admission to MLA members

Smithwick & Mariners Insurance
366 US Route 1
Falmouth , ME 04105
207-781-5553/800-370-1883
scott@smithwick-ins.com
www.smithwick-ins.com
Discounted vessel insurance for MLA members. Additional 5% discount with proof of
completed C.G. Fishing Vessel Drill Conductor
course within the last 5 years.

Navtronics, LLC
15 Hannaford Dr
York, ME 03909
207-363-1150
accounting@navtronics.com
www.navtronics.com
5% off purchases for MLA members

Calendar Islands Maine Lobster LLC
6A Portland Fish Pier
Portland, ME 04101
207-541-9140
john@calendarislandsmainelobster.com

GIFTS

Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative
2 Union St.
Portland, ME 04101
207-541-9310 info@lobsterfrommaine.com
www.lobsterfrommaine.com

Midcoast Marine Electronics
700 Main St.
Rockland, ME 04841 207-594-3993
info@midcoastmarine.biz
www.midcoastmarine.com
10% off list price on all marine electronic
products excluding MRP products

Atlantic Edge Lobster
71 Atlantic Ave.
Boothbay Harbor, ME 04538
207-633-2300
aeli@myfairpoint.net
Fuel discount for MLA members

Garbo Lobster
Pete Daley
PO Box 334
Hancock, ME 04640
207-422-3217
peted@garbolobster.com

Maine Design Company
68 Snow Hill Rd
Appleton, ME 04862 207-370-1088
tom@mainedesigncompany.com
www.mainedesigncompany.com
10% discount on lobster boat surveys for MLA
members who mention this listing.

ELECTRONICS

LOBSTER/SEAFOOD/WHOLESALE/
RETAIL

Varney Agency Inc.
Michael Hennessey
PO Box 117
Machias, ME 04654
207-949-2034
mhennessey@varneyagency.com

Luke’s Lobster
459 Grand Street, Ground Floor
Brooklyn, NY 11211
212-387-8487 ben@lukeslobster.com
www.lukeslobster.com
Maine Coast LLC
15 Hannaford Drive, Unit 2
York, ME 03909
207-363-0876
Maine Ocean Lobster
Kevin Adams
31 Badgers Island West
Kittery, ME 03904 207-229-0335
Quoddy Bay Lobster, Inc.
Shelly Griffin
7 Sea St
Eastport, ME 04631
207-853-6640
Red Lobster Seafood Co.
Anthony Armesto
450 S Orange Ave, Suite 800
Orlando, FL 32801aarmesto@redlobster.com
www.redlobster.com
Shucks Maine Lobster
150 Main St, Suite 4
Richmond, ME 04357 207-737-4800
johnny@shucksmaine.com
Spruce Head Fishermen’s Coop
275 Island Rd, South Thomaston, ME 04858
207-594-8029 shfcoop@gmail.com
Stonington Lobster Coop
PO Box 87
Stonington, ME 04681 207-367-2286
www.stoningtonlobstercoop.com

Swans Island Fishermens Coop
PO Box 116
Swans Island, ME 04685 207-526-4327
sicoop@tds.net
Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Coop
23 Pedleton Rd.
Winter Harbor, ME 04693 207-963-5857
info@winterharborlobster.com
10% off fresh picked lobster meat.
MARINE ENGINES
Milton Cat
101 Quarry Dr
Milford, MA 01757
508-634-5503
kevin_hampson@miltoncat.com
www.miltoncat.com
MEDICAL
Slocum Chiropractic
Dr. Tim Coffin
26 Bath Rd
Brunswick, ME 04011 207-725-4222
drtimcoffin@gmail.com
www.slocumchiro.com
$25 initail consult & nervous system scan
($150 value)
PROPELLERS
Accutech Marine Propellers Inc.
24 Crosby Rd Unit 6
Dover, NH 03820 603-617-3626
larry@accutechmarine.com
www.accutechmarine.com
10% off propeller repair & new shafts. New
propeller discounts vary.
Nautilus Marine Fabrication
13 Industrial Way
Trenton, ME 04605 667-1119
nautilusmarine@roadrunner.com
www.nautilus-marine.com
5% discount on propeller reconditioning
New England Propeller, Inc.
9 Apollo Eleven Rd.
Plymouth, MA 02360 508-747-6666
neprop@aol.com
Discounts on marine propellers, shafting, and
related items, sales and repairs.
REFRIGERATION SERVICES
Applied Refrigeration Services
7C Commons Ave.
Windham, ME 04062 207-893-0145
info@appliedrefrigeration.com
www.appliedrefrigeration.com
$250 off new installations.
RESTAURANTS
Barnacle Billy’s Inc.
PO Box 837, Ogunquit, ME 03907
207-646-5575
billy@barnbilly.com www.barnbilly.com
The Clam Shack
PO Box 6200
Kennebunkport, ME 04046 207-967-3321
steve@theclamshack.net www.theclamshack.net
SAFETY TRAINING & EQUIPMENT
Liferaft Services, LLC
15 Hannaford Drive
York, ME 03909 207-363-0220
dgreer@survivalatsea.com
5% off liferaft repack with proof of MLA membership.
Discount can be combined with other promotions.
TRAP BUILDERS/STOCK SUPPLIES
Brooks Trap Mill
211 Beechwood St
Thomaston, ME 04861 207-354-8763
stephen@brookstrapmill.com
www.brookstrapmill.com
Friendship Trap Company
570 Cushing Rd., Friendship, ME 04547
207-354-2545/800-451-1200
MikeW@friendshiptrap.com
www.friendshiptrap.com
5% off list price on traps purchased at Friendship
store. Cannot be added to other discounts.
Sea Rose Trap Co.
120 Breakwater Annex
South Portland, ME 04106 207-730-5531
searosetrap@gmail.com
www.searosetrap.com
5% off list price on traps to MLA members
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HEALTH INSURANCE AND YOU: LOOKING AHEAD TO 2018
By Alisha Keezer
On April 18, the Department of Health
and Human Services (HHS) issued a final rule to address certain issues with
the health insurance marketplace and
to provide flexibility to issuers to help
draw healthy consumers to enroll in
health coverage, improve the risk pool
and bring stability to the individual
markets, while increasing options for
patients and providers.

covering as much of the average total costs. The final rule will allow insurance
companies additional actuarial value flexibility to develop more choices with
lower premium options for consumers.
With the shorter open-enrollment period this year, it doesn’t hurt to start thinking about your health insurance options. What might be your healthcare needs
for next year? The best indicator of what you should consider for yourself and
your family is how you used your plan during this year.
Create a checklist of questions for you and your family to help you consider
what changes you should make, if any. Here are a few questions worth adding
to your list:

This final rule also makes significant
changes to the enrollment period for
the 2018 benefit year. HHS shortened
the enrollment period to November
1 to December 15, 2017, cutting the
Alisha Keezer is the MLA’s
open-enrollment period from 12 weeks
health insurance Navigator.
to 6. Having an open-enrollment period that begins and ends in the same
calendar year is potentially beneficial because it means the effective date for all policies will be January 1, 2018,
which allows everyone enrolling to receive full-year coverage. In addition, this
window aligns with the traditional open-enrollment periods for Medicare and
many employer-sponsored insurance plans and therefore allows for easier plan
comparisons for individuals. HHS believes that a shorter enrollment period
will improve the individual health insurance markets’ risk pools by prohibiting
individual enrollment in late December and January.
Another change is designed to ensure more choices for consumers for 2018 and
beyond. The Affordable Health Care Act requires health insurance companies
to offer plans that fit into one of three levels -- bronze, silver, or gold -- that
are designated based on their “actuarial value” (AV). Actuarial value refers to
the percentage of the average total healthcare costs that a plan will cover. For
example, if a plan’s AV is 60%, the plan will cover 60% of total costs, while consumers are on the hook for 40%. Therefore, lower AV plans often have higher
out-of-pocket costs, such as copays and deductibles, because the plan isn’t

McMillan Offshore
Survival Training

U.S.C.G. Accepted Fishing
Vessel Drill Conductor Training
since 1994
John McMillan — Fishing Vessel
Drill Conductor
www.mcmillanoffshore.com
jmcmcmillan@mcmillanoffshore.com
207-338-1603 Cell: 207-233-0787
U.S.C.G. F/V examiners
Upcoming classes
Brian Smith
June 7 - Portland
Kevin Plowman
June 11 - Portland
Dan Hieler
July 15 - Swans Island
Programs being scheduled in Belfast, Vinalhaven and Jonesport.

•

How much did you use your plan last year?

•

Did you hit your deductible?

•

Did you use all your no-cost benefits? Did the family members covered by your plan do the same?

•

Do you anticipate that you or your family members will need major
medical procedures in the coming year or are considering pregnancy?

You should use the answers to these questions to help you determine whether
you need to change plan options for the coming year. For example, if you anticipate a major health need for yourself or a family member covered by your
plan, you may want to consider a lower deductible and lower maximum outof-pocket plan if that works financially for your family. Pulling together this
information now will help you make the best decision when it is time to select
a new plan or renew your existing plan.

Did you know?
More than 75,000 people in Maine currently have health
insurance coverage through the Affordable Care Act.

We have what you need!
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LET US BRING THE TRAINING TO YOU!
CONTACT US TO SET UP CLASSES IN YOUR COMMUNITY.

Call 207-389-9155 or
Jennie’s cell: 207-841-1454
Email jenniebplb@yahoo.com

SUPERIOR BLOCK
(Superior Marine Products, Inc.)
announces
the updated edition of its
ALL-STAINLESS BLOCKS
in 4” and 5” sizes
VIRTUALLY UNBREAKABLE
Made in-house from 3/8 S/S Plate,
with our S/S Sheave (Alum or Ultra
High-Molly upon request).
Ask at your favorite marine
supply store, or RETAIL with PayPal
by calling
207-655-4492, or through
superior@fairpoint.net.

Superior Blocks, for the
LONG HAUL

6HUYLQJPLGFRDVW0DLQH¿VKHUPHQ
since 1996
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GUEST COLUMN: Corrupt kingpin should return all his groundfish licenses
By Ben Martens

In May, 2016, Carlos Rafael, the “Codfather” of New Bedford, was indicted
by federal prosecutors on nearly 30 charges including tax evasion, bulk cash
smuggling, and 25 counts of lying to federal regulators. In April 2017, Rafael
pled guilty to illegally landing and selling over 782,000 pounds of fish and
smuggling money to accounts in Portugal. Before being caught in an IRS sting,
Rafael was a fishing kingpin, with 44 commercial permits, over 30 vessels, and
control over a large plurality of New England’s groundfish quota.
How could one person amass such a large number of permits? Within the New
England multispecies fishery (otherwise known as groundfish, which comprises 13 species including, cod, haddock, and flounders), any individual, business,
corporation or nonprofit can purchase permits and the landings history associated with them. As the multispecies permit is not required to be owner-operated, there are many (including Rafael) who hire captains to run their boats
while focusing on the shore-side component of their business. This happened
for years under the “days at sea system,” when a permit had a certain number
of days you could go fishing attached to it, which then could be bought and
sold. Subsequently, in 2010, the industry shifted to an allocation-based system
known as “sectors,” which turned landings history into pounds of fish and created an additional incentive for increased ownership and consolidation within
the fleet. Rafael had invested heavily since the 1980s in the groundfish and scallop fisheries, both on the water and on shore, to create a vertically-integrated
business where he caught, landed, bought, and sold his fish. With the move to
sectors and a price associated with pounds of fish, not days on the water, his
vertically-integrated model presented the perfect opportunity to avoid regulatory oversight, misreport landings, and hide the profits from sales that, under
the previous system, might not have been as easy to do.
Now that Rafael has pled guilty to numerous fisheries violations, the focus
turns to the question of what will become of his fishing empire. In the plea
deal, 13 boats and the permits associated with those boats will be forfeited.
What that means is still up in the air, but
there is clear language in regulations
developed by the New England Fishery
Management Council, and approved by
NOAA, which states that if a fishery permit is vacated, the allocation is redistributed back to those in the fishery. The
Maine Coast Fishermen’s Association
has advocated for those permits to be
distributed as such, but also argues that
this is not enough — Rafael must be removed from the New England groundfish fishery permanently.

fish after they were landed. More dramatically,
because of the magnitude of the misreporting of his catch, significant portions of data
collected and used in stock assessments over
the past five years were incorrect. Many have
argued that this missing information could be
contributing to the current stock assessment
issues in New England but it will be years before we know the true scientific and ecological
impacts of these misdeeds. These are not issues that only impact one portion of the fleet.
Any individual who took a groundfish trip, or
even wanted to take a trip but couldn’t because of the cost, was harmed by these actions.

Ben Martens is the
executive director of the
Maine Coast Fishermen’s
Association. MCFA photo.

The federal response to his case will have farreaching and long-term consequences for New
England’s groundfish fishery. All New England’s groundfishermen have been
negatively impacted by the many years of criminal activity documented in this
case, and while the guilty plea brings some closure to this story, all fishermen
must be accounted for in the final reckoning and outcome of the case. The rest
of the groundfish permits owned by Carlos Rafael should be seized by NOAA
and redistributed back throughout the fleet.
The impacts of the illegal operation Rafael ran for years are numerous and his
long history of infractions demonstrates that this instance was not a one-time
affair. Maine has suffered devastating blows to its groundfish industry over
the past two decades. Fleet consolidation, created by hoarding practices like
Rafael’s, has been a major contributor to the ever-shrinking number of groundfish fishermen in this state. In the
early 1990s, Maine had over 300 active
groundfish vessels. This past year only
52 boats participated in the fishery.
The main obstacle to success in the
groundfish industry, as cited by fishermen, is a severe lack of quota and
stock assessments that are out of line
with what many are experiencing on
the water. Taking strong and decisive
action against Rafael will not solve all
of the groundfish industry’s many ills,
but it will make a clear statement to
others in the fishery that these types
of misdeeds will not be tolerated, that
accountability is important for science, for management, and for the
sake of fairness.

The negative impacts this one man
had on New England’s fishing indusNew Bedford fishing magnate Carlos Rafael held 44 commercial fishing
Many of the permits Rafael acquired
try were profound and his shadow will
permits before he was indicted by federal prosecutors last year.
over the years came from other ports,
loom over this fishery for a long time.
Photo courtesy of Fishery Nation.com.
including Maine; the majority of his
NOAA has an opportunity to begin the
permits are not a part of his plea deal.
healing process. Remove Rafael from
Rafael has made it clear he wants to keep these assets in his homeport, and
the fishery, distribute his permits throughout the fleet, and make a clean break
New Bedford has also expressed its desire to keep these permits attached to
from a dirty history based on exploiting loopholes and thumbing one’s nose at
the city. But to focus on one port is to ignore the far-reaching impacts that illeregulations. The days of the pirate fishing fleet are behind us and it is time to
gal actions taken by Rafael and captains operating his vessels have had on the
build towards a sustainable fishery through accountability, reliable data, and
entire industry. It isn’t an overstatement to suggest that the lies he perpetuated
sound science.
impacted lease prices for allocation and the price fishermen were paid for their

New England Propeller
Factory Repair Station
for All Makes and
Types of Propellers
Top 10 Distributor
for
Michigan Wheel
•
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•

Over 4,000
Propellers in Stock

Shafting
Drive
Savers

Federal Flexible
Couplings

Michigan 3 Blade Dyna-Jets
Four Blade DQX + Dyna Quads
Five Blade Hi-Torq Michigan
Aluminum & Stainless Outboard
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Buck-Algonquin
Rudders —
Stuffing Boxes

Check out our shipping rates!!!

Godfrey-Camp
Zincs

2 Days to Alaska.

Hale MRI
3D Computerized
Scanning and
Dynamic Balancing
• Fuel Tanks Fabricated to
USCG Specs.
• Duramax-Cutless Bearings
• Sierra Engine Parts
• PSS Mechanical Seals

Overnight to Maine!!!

9 Apollo Eleven Rd., Plymouth, MA 02360 • 800-635-9504 Fax 508-746-8804
www.neprop.com • E-mail: neprop@aol.com
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Right whales continued from page 1

“Calanus finmarchicus is a subarctic species found throughout the North
Atlantic. It is the foundation of the Gulf food web,” said Jeffrey Runge, professor in the School of Marine Sciences at the University of Maine and based at
the Gulf of Maine Research Institute in
Portland. “The seed stock of Calanus finmarchicus here is largely supplied from
Canada and then amplified by local production here in the Gulf of Maine.” The
copepods have the ability to move up
and down in the ocean but travel over time with the dominant currents, in this
case the Nova Scotian/Labrador current. “When and where the right whales
are likely to be is based on where the Calanus are,” Runge added.

mean those right whales are in the peak of health. “They are a little on the skinny
side,” commented Mayo. “They are not looking that great.” Many of the whales
bear scars from entanglement in fishing gear or strikes by vessels. Mayo admits that he is amazed by the numbers
of animals in the Bay this spring. “We are
stumbling around trying to figure out
what’s what,” he said. He compared the
situation in Cape Cod Bay to a street of
many restaurants. “If all of a sudden you
see everyone going to one restaurant, you can say that there’s either really good
food there or all the other restaurants have closed. I’m inclined to think that if
there’s food in other places, the whales wouldn’t come to the Bay,” he said.

Runge and colleagues have monitored zooplankton populations on Wilkinson
Basin for 15 years. Each month they visit the area to conduct net tows, moving the seafloor to the surface, to learn what sorts of zooplankton are present.
“Since 2010 we’ve seen the abundance of lipid-rich, older-stage Calanus drop by
30%,” Runge said. “This corresponds to the Atlantic Zone Monitoring Program
by Canada’s Department of Fisheries and Oceans, which shows abundance
down in Canadian waters since 2010.”

Right whales may be heading off in directions that researchers are unaware
of. In April this year, a female right whale turned up in Cape Cod Bay with a
new calf. The last time she had been seen was off Iceland fourteen years ago.
Perhaps the right whales are choosing to visit areas where their preferred food
can be found in the dense quantities they need. “Whales are more adaptable
than many marine creatures, including lobster,” Mayo said. If the Calanus finmarchicus populations are failing in the Gulf of Maine, it seems likely that the
whales will go to where they are not failing. “There are lots of pieces of the jigsaw puzzle and some of those pieces are missing,” he said.

“Since 2010 we’ve seen the abundance of
lipid-rich, older-stage Calanus drop by 30% [in
Wilkinson Basin].”

Yet the whales are flocking to Cape Cod Bay, likely in pursuit of food. “The timing
of biological events is changing. The winter/early spring [phytoplankton] bloom
is happening earlier. The overwintering copepods are reproducing earlier which
could explain why so many whales are in Cape Cod Bay in the spring,” Runge said.
They may be getting a long-awaited meal in Cape Cod Bay, but that doesn’t

Everyone seems to agree that large-scale changes are happening in the Gulf of
Maine ecosystem but what, specifically, those changes mean is less clear. “We
don’t have enough science to do management at the scale we need. When you
think you have one question answered, ten more pop up. It’s a continual puzzle,” Gouveia said. “But under federal law we must use the best science available to recover and conserve the species [right whales]. It’s a real challenge.”
Halibut continued from page 5

to collect genetic samples as part of an effort across the Northwest Atlantic.
Otolith [ear bone] samples will also be collected from halibut captured aboard
Maine commercial vessels to determine fish age,” Cheney said.

North Atlantic right whale are identified by their callosities. NOAA photo.

“The Council recognizes that indications from commercial fishermen are that
there are more fish out there,” Cournane said. “The Council also recognizes that
recent scientific studies suggest that the assumption that all the discarded halibut caught and returned to the water die is likely incorrect.” In September, the
scientific peer review committee for all groundfish stocks including halibut will
meet to conduct stock assessments.

— Maine Fair Trade Lobster—
News & Comment for and by the Fishermen of Maine

Independent Journalism
ESTABLISHED IN 1995 AS THE ONLY NEWSPAPER
VOICE OF THE MAINE LOBSTER FISHING INDUSTRY

WISHES THE MAINE
LOBSTERMEN A GREAT
2017 SEASON!

NEW ENGLAND’S
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More Industry News
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More Photos
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What Fishermen
Read
Monthly, 17,000 readers
from Eastport, Maine to
Cape Cod find the news
of their industry.

207-963-7195

www.Fisher mensVoice.com

200 Main St. Prospect Harbor, ME
www.mftlobster.com
P: 207.963.9010
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PEOPLE OF THE COAST: BRIAN SMITH, FISHING VESSEL
SAFETY EXAMINER
By Melissa Waterman
Brian Smith is a big man, more than six feet in height. His robust build and
buoyant personality fill his small office in the Rockland Coast Guard station,
where he works as a fishing safety examiner for the midcoast region. “I was
active Coast Guard for thirty years. Then I retired, for about a week!” Smith
laughed. “I’ve been doing this job for four-and-a-half years now.”
His work is important. Fishing is the second most-deadly job in the nation,
right behind lumbering. The number of ways a fisherman can become maimed
or killed are infinite. Making sure that one’s boat has the proper safety equipment in working order improves one’s chances if something goes wrong.
The plaques and pictures
along the walls of Smith’s office tell the story of his career
in the Coast Guard. A native
of Lewiston, he started out at
the Point Judith Coast Guard
station in Rhode Island, interacting with the groundfishermen then fishing from
that small harbor. He moved
to St. Petersburg, Florida,
where he transitioned law
enforcement duties. There he
became chief warrant officer
and eventually moved to New
Orleans, Louisiana, serving
on the White Holly, a buoy
tender.
“Then I moved to Pittsburgh,”
Smith continued in his milea-minute voice. Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania has a Coast
Guard station due to the
fact that three rivers—the
Allegheny, Monongahela, and
Making sure that your survival suit zipper
Ohio—converge there, thus
works and seams are tight is a simple thing
there is interstate commerce
to check on regularly. M. Waterman photo.
among the states served by
those rivers. Life was good for
Smith and his family during his tenure in Pittsburgh. A high point came when
Smith was designated to carry the Coast Guard flag into the Tampa Stadium for
Super Bowl XXV in 1991. “There I was, standing behind Whitney Houston [in
the opening ceremony]. It was something,” Smith said with a grin.

boat extremely easy by visiting the Fishsafe.info site before scheduling a visit from a
Coast Guard inspector. “It’s
the best way,” he said. “You go
to the site, plug in some information about your boat like
length, and then go through
the checklist.” He noted that in
the past, before the Fishsafe.
info site was operating, the
fail rate for safety inspections
in his district was 25%. “Now
it’s just 10% and I think that’s
because people are using that
site,” he said.

Safety inspections are mandatory for vessels fishing beyond three miles, thus Smith sees an increasing
number of larger, newer boats in his work. While those fishing in state waters
are not required to have an inspection, a fair number of fishermen do. “About
a tenth of the exams I do are inside. It makes sense because then you can get
a discount on insurance and it lessens your chances of being boarded by the
Coast Guard,” he said.
Smith exudes energy as he talks about his life in the Coast Guard and the work
he is doing now. “This is the best job in the Coast Guard. I get to wear civilian
clothes and work with people. I guess you can tell I’m a people person!”

Contacts for CFVS inquiries and
dockside safety exams
Southern region (Seabrook, NH to Rockland)
Phone: (207) 780-3256
Northern region (Rockland to Eastport)
Phone: (207) 767-0324

New England Marine & Industrial
www.newenglandmarine.com

Lobster Bands

He next moved to Yorktown, Virginia, where he taught seamanship and other
skills at the Coast Guard’s Coxswain “C” school. “Then I was commissioned as
a warrant officer and where did they send me? Guam,” Smith said. He conducted maritime safety inspections of practically everything afloat while serving
in the U.S. territory. “Cargo ships, passenger ships, cruise ships – it was great

“The Coast Guard is great because you are
always in training. You are always getting
transferred somewhere and learning
something new.”
training,” Smith said. He then returned to the United States to the Coast Guard
station in Portsmouth, New Hampshire from which he retired at age 48. “The
Coast Guard is great because you are always in training,” Smith said. “You are
always getting transferred somewhere and learning something new.”
Smith’s vessel inspection schedule gets busy this time of year, when fi shermen are putting their boats back in the water, and at the end of the year, when
they are hauling them out. His territory extends from Boothbay Harbor to Bar
Harbor. “I’m on the road a lot,” he admitted. Smith conducts safety examinations primarily for commercial fishing vessels but is also called on to do inspections of other local craft, such as the state ferries berthed at the nearby
Rockland Ferry Terminal or the wooden schooners that operate during the
summer months. “I’m the utility man here,” Smith joked. “I inspected seven
cruise ships last year.”
Smith grows somber when he discusses how important it is that fishermen
use every opportunity to keep themselves safe on board. In 2016, two lobstermen lost their lives when they became entangled in line and went overboard.
“It’s not required but everyone should have a knife on them that is accessible if
something happens,” Smith said.
He also emphasizes that boat owners can make an examination of their

Brian Smith and a safety examination
sticker. M. Waterman photo.

We carry:
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Sheddar
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Spongex Buoys
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Flexabar
Buoy Paint

200 Spaulding Tpke
Portsmouth, NH
603-436-2836

Worcester Cow Hide Bait
We carry Regular and Hairless Bait
Call for Special Pricing on both 5 pail
purchases and pallet (20 pails) purchases
“One week notice needed on pallet purchases”

294 Ocean St
Brant Rock, MA
781-834-9301

86 Cemetary Rd
Stonington, ME
207-367-2692

Page 20 | LANDINGS | June 2017

Guest
COLUMN

GUEST COLUMN: Diversification is the key to success!
by Colleen Coyne

Whether your sale ends at the dock or in China, global market conditions are
driving the price you get paid for your lobster. Lobster is a global commodity and global market conditions, for better or worse, touch everyone in the
business. For many years, Spain, France, and Italy accounted for two-thirds of
foreign market consumption, until 2012 when China and Hong Kong suddenly
emerged as the new top markets. For prices to rise as they did during a period
of increasing landings is powerful testament to just how strong and fast those
new markets developed. Market diversification is an effective tool for generating new sales, and it is also an effective strategy for managing risk during uncertain times. As Daniel Speranza of Ready Seafood, said, “We need to diversify
our markets so that we are always able to move our products.”
The adage about not putting all of your eggs into one basket applies equally well
to lobster. Uncertainty about how free trade agreements, such as NAFTA, and
particularly CETA (Canada - European Union Comprehensive Economic and
Trade Agreement), might affect the lobster business is rising. The European
Union is an important market for lobster and it will remain so. Maine’s lobster
exporters know that by staying the course, introducing new lobster products,
and by exploring opportunities in new markets they can weather downturns if
trade winds blow foul.
Food Export-Northeast is a State Regional Trade Group that administers
USDA Market Access Program (MAP) funding to conduct generic promotion
activities to create, or boost, demand for seafood products from the northeastern U.S. Generic promotion activities are conducted on behalf of the seafood
industry and without cost to harvesters or shoreside firms. Since 2004, Food
Export-Northeast has provided nearly $16 million in promotion support to the
region’s seafood industry.

panies included Maine Coast, Greenhead Lobster,
Ready Seafood, Shucks Maine Lobster, Cozy Harbor
Seafood, and Calendar Islands Maine Lobster.
Cozy Harbor Seafood, of Portland, walked away with
two of the three top prize honors awarded at the show.
Their lobster meat, which features tail, claw and knuckle meat that has been steam-cooked and frozen with
liquid nitrogen and packed in a full-color, retail-ready
package, won the top award for Best Retail Product.
Cozy Harbor also won the Seafood Excellence Global
award for their retail-ready line of flash-frozen lobster.
A strong U.S. lobster industry presence at the world’s
largest seafood show and international industry recognition for production of superior products benefits
the entire Maine lobster industry.

Colleen Coyne
is the Seafood
Program
Coordinator at
Food Export USANortheast

Market diversification spurs product innovation,
which strengthens individual companies and the industry overall. Emily Lane, of Calendar Islands Maine Lobster, noted, “With
ever-changing political and economic landscapes, both nationally and internationally, it is important to target new markets while simultaneously developing
new products to meet the needs of those markets. Food Export’s programs and
staff support and enhance Calendar Islands’ market focus and product innovation. Our product development and market diversification have led to our continued company growth over the past seven years.”

Marketing Funds
Lobster exporters use Food Export-Northeast’s cost-share assistance program
to showcase their products to buyers around the world. The program provides
a fifty-percent reimbursement of show and travel expenses to exhibit at international trade shows. These funds are also used to make necessary label modifications, to ship product samples, and to conduct overseas product promotions.
In April, lobster exporters utilized cost-share funding to exhibit in Food ExportNortheast’s pavilion at Seafood Expo Global, in Brussels, Belgium. Maine com-

OPERA HOUSE ARTS at the

STONINGTON OPERA HOUSE
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FILM. LIVE THEATRE. CONCERTS. DANCE.

Bringing your best to a seafood show can pay off. Cozy Harbor of
Portland won Best Retail Product award among others at Seafood
Expo Global show in Brussels this spring. C. Coyne photo.
Market Scoping Resources
Food Export - Northeast has extensive resources to help companies develop
the how-to they need to begin exporting and to help those already exporting
to expand and diversify their markets. From our Food Export Helpline to webinars and market reports, most information is free and requires only a few clicks
of your fingertip to access. Comprehensive research focusing on market opportunities for lobster in the Middle East, Taiwan, South America, South Korea and
Southeast Asia are new additions to our library.
Researching a market’s demographic and economic indicators, its seafood
consumption habits, along with a market’s current level of consumer awareness and demand for lobster is necessary groundwork for identifying new opportunities and market sectors to target. “Market diversification - and market
segmentation within a market - is very important to us. In 2016, we shipped live
lobster into 20 different countries, and our customer base is a combination of
hotel, restaurant and catering; wholesale distribution; and retailers. This year
we are targeting growth in additional markets in Southeast Asia,” said Annie
Tselikis of Maine Coast.
On-The-Ground Market Exploration

JOIN US IN THE WINTER FOR…
FILM. PLAYREADINGS. ARTIST RESIDENCIES.
COMPLETE SCHEDULE & TICKETS
www.operahousearts.org 207-367-2788
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Food Export-Northeast regularly conducts focused trade missions throughout
the world to help companies gain in-depth, first-hand, market intelligence and
to make new buyer connections. In September, Food Export-Northeast will
lead a U.S. seafood trade mission to Southeast Asia. Seafood companies from
the northeastern states together with seafood suppliers from the south, the
west coast and Alaska will visit Singapore and Thailand to meet with buyers
from those markets as well as buyers from Malaysia, Indonesia, Vietnam and
the Philippines. Maine companies joining the mission include Maine Coast,
Calendar Islands Maine Lobster, and Ready Seafood. The multi-partner effort
is also a multi-year project. Just as we did to help develop the China and Hong
Kong markets for lobster, Food Export-Northeast will conduct lobster product
seminars and chef training, plus launch restaurant and retail promotions to
create consumer awareness and demand.
To learn more about Food Export-Northeast’s programs, activities and services,
visit www.foodexport.org.
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WHAT TO THINK ABOUT WHEN YOU ARE THINKING ABOUT EATING
By Ann Backus, MS
Butter or margarine? Red meat or white? Food guide pyramids, heart-healthy
foods, Mediterranean Diet, plant-based diet: the controversies and discussions
about what to eat have increased in number and intensity in the last twenty
years or so.
It appears that the American diet tends to consist of fast food - much of it fried
- and of sugar, as in soft drinks and desserts. It’s no surprise then that many of
us are overweight and rely on multi-vitamins to give us the vitamins, minerals,
and micronutrients we need to keep our bodies functioning well.
As early as 1902, Wilbur O. Atwater wrote in a Farmer’s Bulletin that “Unless
care is exercised in selecting food a diet may result which is one-sided or badly
balanced – that is one in which either protein or fuel ingredients (carbohydrate
and fat) are provided in excess.” He goes on to link diet to future ill-health and
disability, writing, “The evils of eating might not be felt at once, but sooner or
later they are sure to appear, perhaps in an excessive amount of fatty tissue,
perhaps in debility, perhaps in actual disease.”
In 1917 a book on dietary recommendations, How to Select Foods, was written
by nutritionist Caroline L. Hunt and Helen W. Atwater and published by the
U.S. Dept. of Agriculture (USDA). It was based on the five food groups popularized early in the century by Hunt: milk and meat, cereals, vegetables and fruits,
fats and fatty foods, and sugar and sugary foods. The book was designed to help
ordinary families choose foods at the market. By the way, where is fish in this
list? Included in the meat group?

blood vessels and lead to cardiovascular disease.
So what about today’s dietary guidance?
Since 2005 we have had the USDA food
pyramid. This dietary guidance framework includes five food groups and suggests that we use fats, oils and sweets
“sparingly.” The pyramid encourages
eating lots of vegetables and fruits –
from 5 to 9 servings per day and 2-3
servings of meat, fish eggs, nuts, etc.
The breads, grains and cereals encouraged would be whole grains.

Ann Backus is an
instructor in Occupational
Safety and Director of
Outreach at the Harvard
School of Public Health.

Some are turning to the Mediterranean
Diet or, as people like to say, ‘the
Mediterranean way of life.’ This diet
is based on twelve pillar foods: olive
oil, yogurt, vegetables, beans, seafood,
whole grains, wine, herbs and spices, fruits, coffee and tea, nuts and seeds, and
chicken and eggs. The fats are largely olive oil, which is an oil classified as ‘heart
healthy.’ The Mediterranean Diet also calls for cooking at home and avoiding
processed foods.
Others are finding a plant-based diet gives them energy and a sense of wellbeing. Proteins come from seeds, nuts, soy, while the carbohydrates are whole
grains. Of course, fruits and vegetables are front and center.
This column is written to encourage us all, especially those of us brought up
under the four food groups, to rethink our eating habits. Skip the fast food and
add salads and fruits. Skip the processed food and prepare food at home. Eat
yogurt, not only for the protein, but for the probiotics that resupply our gut
with the good bacteria that assist metabolism and purportedly have a role in
maintaining mental health.
W.O. Atwater was ahead of his time in connecting diet to health, but it took
us until the 1980s for scientific research to provide solid evidence of the relationship of diet to health. The research continues so we will probably have to
rethink our diets again in a few years.

HYDRO-SLAVE
SAME DAY SERVICE AND TECHNICAL SUPPORT

“THINKING OF BUILDING A NEW BOAT?”
LET US QUOTE YOU ON A POWER STEERING OR A POT HAULER.

Imagine! Fats and fatty foods as well as sugar and sugary foods being considered two of the important food groups!

HAULERS AVAILABLE 8” TO 17”
• ALUMINUM BACKPLATE
• POLISHED STAINLESS BACKPLATE
• ALL STAINLESS HARDWARE

During the Great Depression and up into the early years of World War II various food guides were issued to help families choose foods with both nutrition
and cost or availability in mind. For example, The National Wartime Nutrition
Guide, published in 1943 by the USDA specified seven food groups, one of
which mentioned fish and the seventh of which was butter and fortified margarine. The group fat and fatty foods was replaced by butter and margarine;
sugar and sugary foods were not discussed.
Those of us who grew up in the post-WWII era ate based on this framework of
seven food groups. This generation might remember stirring a yellow gelatin
capsule into the margarine to make it look more like butter.
In the decade after the war, scientific research began informing food choices as
we learned about what nutrients and calories were necessary to sustain health.
In the 1950’s, Recommended Dietary Allowances (RDAs) were developed. The
RDA and a reorganization of the food groups into four categories showed up
in new dietary guidance documents. The four groups were milk and milk products; meat, fish, poultry, eggs, dry beans and nuts; fruits and vegetables; and
grain products. Mention of fats and sugars is gone. The focus was good nutrition.
Then in 1979, the USDA published The Hassle-Free Guide to a Better Diet, which
utilized the four food groups, but included discussion of fats, sugars and alcohol and encouraged using those items only in moderation.
Since the 1980s there has been a lot of scientific research into the role of nutrition in maintaining health and the relationship of diet to disease. We know
about the importance of calcium, iron, zinc, magnesium, Vitamin D, etc. We
know about the contribution of antioxidants in brightly-colored berries to
cognitive health and to slowing dementia and the importance of a high-fiber
diet in reducing the risk of colon cancer. We know that a diet high in fat, particularly saturated fat, and sugar leads to obesity and that salt can inflame our

POWER STEERING AVAILABLE IN 5 CLASSES
• UP TO 120 FEET
• STAINLESS QUADRANT ASSEMBLIES
• STAINLESS HELMS
16” SPOKED WHEEL
• BRONZE
• CHROME

ELECTRIC CLUTCHES

HIGH EFFICIENCY VANE
PUMP
$544.70

5.5 HP HONDA POWER UNIT
• 11GPM @ 1500 PSI 2 Stage Pump
• Light, Versatile and Portable
• This unit will power 10”
and 12” and 14” Haulers
• Ideal for outboards and
other small boats
• Log Splitter

DUAL RAM
QUADRANT ASSEMBLY

• 100% Stainless Steel construction
• Rudder side thrust eliminated
• no stress on boat timbers

OUR NEW GENERATION SUPER BLOCKS
• 4” Low LIP and HI LIP
• 5” Low LIP and HI LIP
• 2000 lb. Capacity
• Sealed tapered
roller bearings
• Aluminum Sheaves
• Stainless Sheaves

WORLD’S LARGEST POT HAULER MFG. FOR OVER 40 YEARS
Call John for more information 1-800-747-7550 • Or visit us on
the internet: marinHhydUDXOLFHQJLQHHULQJFRP

MARINE HYDRAULIC ENGINEERING
17 Gordon Drive • Rockland, Maine • Fax: 207-594-9721
Email: marinhyd@midcoast.com
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In the
NEWS
NEW DIRECTOR FOR STONINGTON ORGANIZATION
The Board of Directors of Maine Center for Coastal Fisheries (MCCF) announced that Paul Anderson will join the nonprofit in September and fully
assume executive director duties on January 1, 2018. Anderson will succeed
founding Executive Director Robin Alden, who is stepping down after 14 years
at the helm of MCCF, formerly known as Penobscot East Resource Center.
Anderson is currently the Director of the Maine Sea Grant College Program at
the University of Maine, where he has been for the last 16 years.
The Penobscot East Resource Center changed its name to the Maine Center
for Coastal Fisheries in March. According to a Center press release, the Maine
Center for Coastal Fisheries will “work to bring together the knowledge of local fishermen, the research findings of scientists, and the world of policy makers to create an abundant, diverse, and sustainable fishery.” The Center’s focus
is on the area from Penobscot Bay east to the Canadian border, an area that
comprises about one third of the Gulf of Maine, has approximately 3,000 commercial fishermen, and includes the two most fisheries-dependent counties on
the East Coast.
INSHORE COD SURVEY CONTINUES IN SOUTHERN MAINE
The Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries’ (DMF) Industry-Based Survey
for Gulf of Maine Cod (Cod IBS) began its second year in April 2017. The survey
is conducted in state and federal waters from Cape Cod Bay, Massachusetts to
Casco Bay, Maine. This cooperative research effort has several direct benefits to
New England commercial and recreational fisheries, including lobster. The Cod
IBS is conducted onboard the F/V Miss Emily, a green-hulled 53’ trawler based
out of Scituate. Each month the vessel attempts 50 randomly-selected tows
that are evenly distributed throughout the survey area. The biggest challenge
for the survey is the presence of fixed gear at tow sites. Although DMF makes
every possible effort to avoid fixed gear, conflicts do occur. The F/V Miss Emily
will be completing tows that are 200 feet wide and 1.5 nautical miles long and
as close as possible to the designated tow locations The vessel requires a clear
path that is approximately 1500 feet wide and 1.5 nautical miles long and are

requesting that all gear be temporally removed from these areas. Each morning at 6:00 AM the F/V Miss Emily will announce on VHF Channel 16 which tow
locations will be surveyed that day. Updates on planned tows are available online at http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dfg/dmf/programs-and-projects/
ibs-tow-locations-2016.html and via text message alerts. Questions should be
directed William Hoffman at (978) 281-0308 x106.
ROBIN ALDEN WINS AWARD
The Maine Center for Coastal Fisheries’ retiring Executive Director Robin
Alden received a “Hero of the Seas” award this spring, one of the Peter Benchley
Ocean Awards. She was recognized for her career working at the grassroots
level, engaging fishermen’s knowledge and participation to build sustainable,
healthy coastal fisheries and fishing communities. One of 10 categories of
award, the Hero of the Seas Award is given to “a marine grassroots activist who
has made a major and long-term commitment to improving the quality of our
seas and the communities that depend on them.” Alden’s four-decade career
involved in commercial fisheries began when she founded and became publisher and editor of Commercial Fisheries News in 1973. She also is a co-founder
of the Maine Fishermen’s Forum. From 1995 to 1997 Alden was Commissioner
of Marine Resources before co-founding Maine Center for Coastal Fisheries in
2003. She has also been a founding partner of Downeast Fisheries Partnership.

Summer adventures on tap at
Maine’s maritime museums
Maine’s marine museums are gearing up for a busy summer season. The Maine
Maritime Museum’s newest permanent exhibit, Into the Lantern: A Lighthouse
Experience, will open on June 17. The full-scale replication of the Cape Elizabeth
Two Lights lighthouse tower lantern room constructed on the museum’s campus in Bath will allow visitors to see the original second-order Fresnel lens from
the east tower at Two Lights. They
will experience the environment
of the lantern room through timelapsed video projections featuring
a panorama of the Gulf of Maine
changing with the weather and
seasons. This exhibit is the first of
its kind anywhere.
On opening day, representatives
from numerous Maine lighthouse
organizations will be on hand to
answer questions. The museum
will offer discounted cruises on the Kennebec River and lighthouse-themed
games and activities for the kids. At the end of the day the museum will host a
Lighthouse Lovers Cruise. For more information, visit http://www.mainemaritimemuseum.org/events/grand-opening-lantern-lighthouse-experience.
The Penobscot Marine Museum features a new show this summer called Gone
Fishing! which explores the world of Maine’s commercial fisheries through
exhibits and programs. The featured exhibit, The Net Result: Our Evolving
Fisheries, uses the Museum’s photo collection from National Fisherman as the
backbone of show, focusing
on the commercial fishing
industry in the post-WWII
era.
As technology has changed
through the years, so has
the equipment used to fish.
Museum visitors will have
the opportunity to look
through time to see how the
wheelhouses of fishing vessels have evolved. Fishing
weirs were once a vital part of Maine’s fishing industry, but now are few in number. This summer the Museum will have a recreated fishing weir on site where
visitors can experience a weir from a fish’s perspective. Gone Fishing! runs May
27 through October 15 at the Penobscot Marine Museum in Searsport. For
more information, visit https://penobscotmarinemuseum.org/gone-fishing.
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Don’t forget to check out our expanded calendar at www.mainelobstermen.org. You can
find more information, links, and photos. And let us know if you have upcoming events.
June 4-9
11th International Conference on Lobster
Biology and Management, Holiday Inn by the
Bay, Portland. FMI: http://www.11thicwl.com.
June 6
Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative Board
meeting, 1 p.m., Island Institute in Rockland.
FMI: www.lobsterfrommaine.com.
MLA Directors meeting, 5 p.m., Darby’s restaurant, Belfast. FMI: 967-4555.
MLCA Pizza Fundraiser, Otto Pizza, Portland,
5-9 p.m. FMI: www.mlcalliance.org.
June 7
ASMFC Northern Shrimp Section FMP Draft
Amendment Public Hearings, 6 p.m., conference
room 118, DMR offices, Augusta. FMI: 624-6553.
June 8
ASMFC Northern Shrimp Section FMP Draft
Amendment Public Hearings, 6 p.m., Ellsworth
City Hall. FMI: 624-6553.

June 20-22
New England Fisheries Management Council
meeting, Portland. FMI: www.nefmc.org/calendar/june-2017-council-meeting.
June 25-July 1
Annual Windjammer Days, Boothbay Harbor.
FMI: 504-0242.
June 26
MLCA Pizza Benefit, Bird Dog Roadhouse, Cape
Elizabeth, 3-9 p.m. FMI: www.mlcalliance.org.
Upcoming
July 8
The Lobster Roll Festival, noon-5p.m., Thompson
Point, Portland. www.downeast.com/lobsterroll.
July 16
Annual Fishermen’s Day, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.,
Stonington. Organized by the Island Fishermen’s
Wives Association.
July 21-23
Yarmouth Clam Festival. FMI: http://clamfestival.com.

Enforcement continued from page 1

ties” for a variety of offenses. Minimum penalties
could range from none, to a monetary fine, all the
way up to a permanent license suspension. The
concept behind a minimum penalty would be to
let a lobsterman know what the consequences
would be if he or she broke a law. If it is severe
enough, this could deter many from breaking the
law in the first place.
The survey also asked lobstermen about their
concerns with night hauling, number of crew
aboard a vessel, and giving DMR the authority to
suspend licenses of those found guilty of burning or destroying other lobstermen’s vessels. Four
hundred lobstermen responded. The majority
wanted to see stiffer penalties with a goal of making it not worthwhile to break the law.
“While the majority of Maine lobstermen are
hardworking and honest individuals, there are a
few bad apples,” said Patrice McCarron, MLA executive director. “Lobstermen are saying loudly
and clearly that lobster laws need to be enforced.
They are really concerned over DMR’s inability
to catch those who violate the trap limit. I have
heard from many that if this problem is not remedied, more lobstermen will reach a point of deep
frustration and be tempted to set illegal traps
themselves.”
An amended L.D. 575 was endorsed by the Joint
Committee on Marine Resources, 11-1. The
amended bill reflects the provisions of both L.D.
575 put forward by the MLA and L.D. 1379 put
forward by DMR. If adopted, the new law will
require the DMR Commissioner to give longer license suspensions for lobstermen who violate the
laws on the first offense. Certain infractions, such
as setting fire to, sinking, or damaging a vessel
used for lobstering, are now grounds for permanent revocation of a lobster license. As proposed
originally in L.D. 1379, most lobster violations
that are currently civil offenses will become criminal acts. Those violations deemed criminal acts,

such as trap molesting and fishing more than 25
untagged traps, will allow DMR to seek a warrant
from a judge to place surveillance equipment on
a vessel without notifying the lobsterman when it
has “probable cause.”
If this new law takes effect, violators caught fishing more than the legal limit of 800 traps or fishing
sunken trawls would face a minimum three-year
suspension rather than one year and could possibly lose their license for up to 10 years. Scrubbing
egg-bearing lobsters would result in a minimum
four-year license suspension with the possibility
of permanent revocation, and molesting other
fishermen’s traps could result in a suspension
from two to six years. The current maximum
for molesting gear is three years. The proposed
changes would also require the department to
permanently revoke a lobsterman’s license for a
second offense of exceeding trap limits or fishing sunken trawls. Lobstermen who have their
license suspended for certain violations will reenter the lobster fishery similar to a new entrant,
limited to 300 traps and then building up by 100
traps per year after that. The Department may
also require a lobsterman coming back in after
a license suspension to have a vessel monitoring
system aboard the vessel for an amount of time
up to the length of their license suspension.
“This has been a major effort on the part of the
MLA,” said Cousens. “We’ve had great support for
doing this. Lobstermen want to see a level playing field. If you stand to lose your license for six
years or have a tracker on your boat, that should
be enough to stop the bullshit.”

2017 Lobster Boat Races
June 17
Boothbay Harbor Lobster
Boat Races
Info: Ashley Lowrey 6333915
June 18
Rockland Lobster Boat
Races; Rockland Harbor
Breakwater
Info: Dot Black 975-9690
June 25
Bass Harbor Lobster Boat
Races
Info: Wayne Rich 244-9623
July 1
Moosabec Reach Lobster
Boat Races; U. S. Coast
Guard Station, Jonesport
Info: Adrian Rittenhouse
598-6387
July 9
Stonington Lobster Boat
Races; town dock
Info: Cory McDonald
664-4525; Genevieve
McDonald 266-5113
July 23
Friendship Lobster Boat
Races
Info: Robin Reed 975-9826
August 12
Winter Harbor Races
Info: Chris Byers, 9637139

August 13
Merritt Brackett Lobster
Boat Races; State Park
Restaurant, Pemaquid
Info: Brent Fogg 380-4909;
Sheila McLain 677-2100
August 19
Long Island Lobster Boat
Races; Ferry Dock
Info: Lisa Kimball 332-3968
August 20
MS Harborfest Lobster
Boat Races; Portland Yacht
Services
Info: Jon Johansen 2238846
October 14
Awards Banquet &
Dinner, Robinson’s Wharf,
Southport Island
Info: Jon Johansen 2238846
All Races
Sign up: 8 to 9 a.m.
Race start: 10 a.m.
Follow on VHF 10
Exception: Long Island
Sign up: 1-2 p.m.
Race start: 3:00 p.m.
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YOUNG LOBSTERMEN EXPERIENCE THE P.E.I. FISHERY

Learning about the province’s lobstering regulations and markets.

Ten Maine lobstermen and three MLA board and staff members
gather before meeting with P.E.I. fishermen.

Maine Lobster Leadership
Institute in Canada

MLA director Chris Welch learns to fish with
wooden traps.

Participants
in
the
Maine
Lobstermen’s Community Alliance’s
second Maine Lobster Leadership
Institute visited lobstermen and
seafood processing facilities on
Prince Edward Island in May. The
Canadian lobstermen took the
Maine lobstermen out on their
boats, into their homes and provided them with a sea-level view of the
province’s thriving lobster industry.
MLCA photos.

At a sorting facility on Prince Edward Island.

Garbo depends on the hardwork
and stewardship of Maine lobstermen.

Thank you !
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